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Bonne ville Catalina 
2011 RESTORATION PARTS CATALOG 


FREE SHIPPING 


Www.0PGl.con 800-243-8355 Wweropal.com 1.800.243-8358 


Order your 


1770 Saturn Way, Dept. MCR, Seal Beach, CA 90740 
International orders 562.594.1000 
or fax us at 562.594.1050 


Sign up at opgi.com to receive the latest offers by e-mail 


OF RESTORATION 


« Largest Inventory 


100,000+ Square Feet of State-Of-The-Art Warehouse space 
comprised of over 75,000 different reproduction and high 
performance parts. Highest In-Stock ratio in the business! 


« OPGI, Your Manufacturer 
of the Finest Quality in Restoration! 


We are the manufacturer of thousands of our own products. 
When you buy from OPGI, you are buying FACTORY DIRECT! 


¢ Service, Service, Service, and Expert Advice 


Get sound advice from the experts: Many of our Sales staff have 
been with OPGI for a decade or more and have restored their 
own cars and can offer valuable advice and helpful tips. Most 
orders placed, whether by our Website, Phone or Fax are 
processed and shipped the Same Day as received. 


¢ Value-Added Savings 


We have created some great ways to save you money on your 
purchases. One great way is with our Volume Discounts, an easy 
way to save an additional 5%-10%. Another is our Frequent Buyer 
Awards, as you buy, you collect points redeemable for future 
purchases. Free Shipping, on orders of $499.00 or more. 45-Day 
Money Back Guarantee our customer satisfaction-guarantee is 
the best in the business! 
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ON THE COVER: Last year’s Forge Invitational was a target-rich 
environment for us to gather stories on some of the best muscle 


HOMEGROWN HEROES cars in the nation. Among the standouts was the ’71 Boss 351 
owned by David Wyrwas, an immaculately restored example of 

NEW PRODUCTS one of Ford’s quickest pony cars. Jerry Heasley shot the cover 

LAST PAGE image and wrote the Boss's story, which begins on page 18. 
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EDITORS 


Week on Woodward Details 


or acouple months now we’ve been talking about our 
Week on Woodward (WoW) event in August. If you haven't 
heard, we're joining our friends at Street Rodder maga- 
zine for a week of car-oriented daytrips in the Detroit area 


during the week leading up to the Woodward Dream Cruise (August 
11-17). On the day of the Dream Cruise, August 18, there will be a spe- 
cial parking area on Woodward set aside for WoW participants. 

The idea behind WoW was to organize an event in which muscle 
car owners could use their cars to go fun places but not have to 
commit to the long days, vehicular wear-and-tear, and logistical 
challenges that are part of doing a long-haul cruise like the Hot Rod 
Power Tour. We will run the daytrips from a host hotel, and should 
participants decide they don’t want to join a day’s activities, they are 


free to do whatever they like. 


Jerry Dixey, who runs Street Rodder’s Road Tours and is organiz- 
ing WoW, provided us with a list of the events planned for the week. 
WoW is sponsored by Ford Racing, and that connection has allowed 
Jerry to include some very cool Ford-oriented stops along the way. 
Here’s what WoW participants have to look forward to. 


Sat., Aug. 11: 
Henry Ford Museum and 
Greenfield Village/Ford 
River Rouge Plant 

The Henry Ford Museum 
is so much more than a Ford 
museun;; it’s really a museum 
of American life with a trans- 
portation theme. Sure, there 
are iconic Ford cars and trucks 
in there, but there are also 
airplanes, locomotives, a drive- 
in theater, and much more. 
(Titanic artifacts are on display 
currently.) Visiting Greenfield 
Village is like stepping into a 
time machine, where you can 
visit Thomas Edison’s Menlo 
Park laboratory, ride a steam 
train, and experience a taste of 
life from 150 years ago. River 
Rouge dates back to the turn of 
the 20th century, when it was 
first used to build submarine- 
chasing boats for World War I. 


Sun., Aug. 12: 
Mustang Memories All Ford 
Show and Swap Meet, Ford 
World Headquarters, 
Dearborn 

Put on by the Mustang 
Owners Club of Southeastern 
Michigan, this is billed as the 
largest one-day Mustang and 


SUBSCRIPTION PROBLEM? 


Ford event in the Midwest. Last 
year more than 750 vehicles 
were on display. Later Sunday 
we'll attend the Baker’s Cruise 
in Milford, Michigan, a longtime 
area tradition with live enter- 
tainment. 


Mon., Aug. 13: 
Pratt & Miller Engineering/ 
Lingenfelter Collection/ 
Roush Collection 

This busy day starts at Pratt 
& Miller, which not only builds 
the ALMS-racing Corvettes but 
also houses a first-class restora- 
tion facility. From there we go 
to the Lingenfelter Collection, 
an assembly of 150 muscle cars, 
Corvettes, and European exotics 
amassed by Ken Lingenfelter. 
This collection is not open to the 
public, but Jerry got us behind 
the velvet rope, in a manner of 
speaking. The day ends witha 
tour of Jack Roush’s collection, 
which features the hot street 
and racing cars built over the 
years by Roush Enterprises. 


Tues., Aug. 14: 
Piquette Plant/Henry Ford 
Estate 

The Piquette Plant is another 
trip back in time, to the earliest 


Ford Faitlane assembl 


To sign up for WoW, visit the Road Tour section of Street Rodder’s 
website, www.streetrodder.com. The cost to register is $75; parking 
for the Dream Cruise costs an additional $25. Jerry says there also 
may be some admission fees to pay at some of the museums, “but 
every single one is worth the cost of a ticket.” Once you've regis- 
tered you'll receive information about the hotels where we're staying 


and an itinerary for the week. 
See you there! 


days of the Model T, which was 
built in this red brick building. 
From there we travel to Fair 
Lane, Henry and Clara Ford’s 
estate in Dearborn, which origi- 
nally sat on some 1,300 acres 
and has been designated a na- 
tional historic landmark. 


Wed., Aug. 15: 
Michigan International 
Speedway/Gilmore Car 
Museum 

We drive across central Mich- 
igan to visit MIS, which will host 
the Pure Michigan 400 NAS- 
CAR race on the Sunday after 
Woodward. (WoW participants 
may want to stick around to 
attend the race, but tickets are 
not included as part of WoW.) 
Then it’s on to the Gilmore Car 
Museum, rated one of the top 
auto museums in the nation. 
On the grounds of the Gilmore 
are huge barns housing Classic 
cars, a massive hood ornament 
collection, and, yes, muscle 
cars. That night is a cruise night 
at the Gilmore. 


Thurs., Aug. 16: 
Walter P. Chrysler Museum/ 
Back to the Bricks 

Located on the grounds of 


Drew Hardin 
mcreview@sbcglobal.net 


Chrysler’s corporate offices 
in Auburn Hills, the Walter 

P. Chrysler Museum houses 
some of the most significant 
Chrysler products in the 
company’s history. That eve- 
ning we head to Flint to take 
part in that city’s Back to the 
Bricks cruise-night festivi- 
ties. (Like WoW, Back to the 
Bricks, or B2B, lasts all week. 
Unlike WoW, B2B draws some 
400,000 people to Flint.) 


Fri., Aug. 17: 
Dynotech Engineering/Ford 
Woodward Exhibit 

The day starts with a tour 
of driveshaft maker Dynotech. 
At around lunch time we'll 
head to Ferndale to visit the 
Ford corporate display along 
the Woodward cruise route, 
and then later that day we can 
park our cars in Royal Oak, 
a spot Jerry calls “the epicen- 
ter of the Woodward Dream 
Cruise.” 


Sat., Aug. 18: 
Woodward Dream Cruise 
Take in the sights and sounds 
of a million car fanatics who 
have descended on the Detroit 
area to celebrate their passion. 


Email musclecarreview@emailcustomerservice.com, or call 800/276-2438 (U.S.) or 386/447-6385 (intl.) 
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THREE-BARREL HOLLEY 


It always seems people write bad things 
about the three-barrel Holleys (“One and 
Only,” Apr. 12). Well, all | can say is that | wish 
| could get my buddy to sell me his. In 1970, 
his brother had a 66 Goat hardtop with the 
stock 389 short-block, Crane H-302-2 cam 
and kit, Doug’s headers, Edelbrock P4B in- 
take, 950-cfm three-barrel, M21 Muncie, and 
4.33 gears. Let me tell ya, that car was a real 
blast to drive, idled great, and pulled very 
hard and smooth. You could get going down 
the highway, nail it in Fourth, and it would 
pull like hell. | know, ‘cause | got to drive it, 
and my memory is very good. Perhaps other 
people tried to use it with too small acam 
or motor, no gears, or adjusted it with too 
large a hammer. | don’t know. All | can say is, 
| loved the thing and keep trying to buy it. 
John Kissel 


| have been utilizing those magnificent 
three-barrel carbs since 1968, first on my 
‘68 GTX 440 and later on my 70 Duster 340 
(yes, just a bit too large) and since 1980 on 
my Buick Stage 1s. | disagree with your state- 
ment that they were less than ideal for street 
operation. You just need cubes, cams, and 
headers for them to work like gangbusters. 
With four-speeds, it is exactly like a passing 
gear when that back barrel kicks in, making 
downshifting to pass never needed. They 
absolutely do require cubic inches and big 
cams and headers to work right, but when 
you treat them right, they really treat you 
right. For the lucky few who can locate one 
and have the engine to use it, grab it! You 
will never go back to a four-barrel again. 
Just be pointed straight when the secondary 
opens, and watch those rear skins go up in 
smoke. 
Joe Cartland 


POLICE POINT OF VIEW 


When | saw the Last Page editorial by Tom 
Shaw in your Apr. 12 issue (“All Right, Par- 
nelli. License and Registration.”), | thought 
it was going to be an article illustrating how 
the only real difference between a muscle 


LOST BUT NOT 
FORGOTTEN 

| had just turned 17 
when | watched this car 
unloaded off the fac- 
tory transport at our local 
Chevrolet dealership. It 
was love at first sight, but 
my budget was far from a purchase, and 
besides, the owner wanted to drag-race it. 

Helmer Nelson raced it for two seasons 
and sold it sans motor (installing a small- 
block) in September 1966. As years passed 
| wondered what happened to Fantastic |. 
The dealership had closed, and Helmer had 
no records left. In 1994, | tracked down the 
original block, recorded the serial number, 
and started my search. 

Through two owners, | was able to 


car and a police car is two extra doors. In- 
stead, what | got out of it was mild cop bash- 
ing. The article didn’t offend me; however, 
there is a different side of the story that, un- 
less you are a cop, you probably don’t know 
or appreciate. 

lama retired trooper with more than 
30 years in police work. What drives en- 
forcement is the public. The calls we got 
referenced “racing around,” loud pipes dis- 
turbing people’s Johnny Carson show, and 
bad driving habits in general. When we'd go 
to these calls, due to their monitoring our 
scanners, everyone was mild-mannered and 
behaving themselves. However, your obser- 
vation that tickets were issued for various 
equipment violations is dead on, since most 
motorheads didn’t bother to check with the 
inspection guide. 

Enforcement gave me the ability to chat 
with the guys about their cars and explain 
some of these issues, as well as tell them 
that their other behavior needed to be toned 
down or moved away from my district due 
to the complaints. Unfortunately, | had too 
many who did not heed the advice, and tell- 
ing parents that their son or daughter was 
killed in a wreck happened too many times. 

|, too, grew up with muscle all around me, 
including my own ’67 Chevy II Nova. Did | do 


196 om 
ITG 


track the body to a town in southern 
Colorado, where it had been abandoned 
by the last owner’s brother behind a Tex- 
aco Station. A trip to that town and ads in 
the local paper proved fruitless, and most 
figured it had been crushed, but with the 
amount of derelict cars sitting around 
that town, | can only hope one day it will 
surface. | still have the original block if 

it does. 

Bob Meistrell 


stupid things? Absolutely! Did | get ticketed? 
Yep. Like the author mentioned, for every 
ticket | did get | probably could have gotten 
three or four others. I’m still into muscle. | 
have three ’69 Dodge Coronets in my stable, 
with a pair of Fury police cars, one of which 
is my current project. 
Sgt. Michael K. DalPezzo (ret.) 
Penn. State Police 

Tom Shaw replies: Cop bashing wasn’t 
my purpose. My purpose was to illustrate 
that some cops viewed muscle car drivers 
as hippy-dippy counterculture and were 
out to teach them a lesson. On the streets 
back in the day, there was a bit of conten- 
tion. A loud high-profile performance car 
was going to get pulled over more thana 
beige Bel Air. A cop that won't acknowl- 
edge that either served with an excep- 
tional record or just isn’t honest. You read 
the whole thing and recognized the other 
points too, so | salute the too-rare objec- 
tive reader. 


NEW CHEVELLE 

About your article on the new Chevelle 
(Up Front, Apr. 12): As the owner of a’67 
Chevelle, | think it would be a disgrace to all 
Chevelle owners and all muscle car history if 
Chevrolet calls these tuner cars Chevelles. If 
Chevy wants to use an old name, why don’t 
they call those things Chevy Vegas and let 
the Chevelle name rest? 
Peter Palmer MES 


WRITE US! Email the editor at mcreview@sbcglobal.net, or send a letter to Letters, Muscle Car Review, 831 S. Douglas St., 
El Segundo, CA 90245. Letters may be edited for content and space, and we cannot return any photos sent with your letters. 
Please include your name, address, and phone number in case we need to reach you. 
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By Drew Hardin 


Carroll Shelby: 


Carroll Shelby, whose name 
will be forever linked with Ameri- 
can automotive performance— 
not to mention chili cook-offs, 
philanthropic and charitable 
works, and, yes, chicken farm- 
ing—died May 10, 2012, ina 
Dallas hospital. As of press time 
the cause of death had not been 
announced. 

Shelby is best known for the 
various cars that bear his name, 
from the first Cobras that were 
handbuilt 50 years ago by stuff- 
ing Ford V-8s into British sports 
cars, to Ford’s current Shelby 
GT500 Mustang and the special- 
ty Mustangs, continuation Co- 
bras, and other hot iron built by 


Shelby American in Las Vegas. 
Shelby truly was a chicken 
farmer in Texas for a while. But 
when his entire flock died of 
disease, he turned to sports car 
racing, where he had better luck. 
He won Le Mans in 1959 and was 
twice named Driver of the Year 
by Sports Illustrated magazine. A 
nagging heart condition—there 
are legendary stories of him 
popping nitroglycerin pills while 
racing—caused him to stop 
competing in 1960. Soon after, 
he realized a longtime dream of 
building his own sports car. 
Shelby’s influence went far 
beyond his namesake Snakes. 
He helped Ford beat Ferrari at Le 


Mans, consulted on the original 
Viper, even turned Chrysler com- 
pacts into pocket rockets. 

When asked about his great- 
est achievement, though, 
Shelby said he was proudest of 
the Carroll Shelby Foundation, 
a charity launched in 1991 to 
provide medical assistance to 
children in need of acute kidney 
and coronary care. Shelby him- 
self was the recipient of heart 
and kidney transplants over the 
years. 


Since 2012 is the 50th anniver- 


sary of the Cobra, we planned a 
special retrospective story for 
the August issue. It’ll need a new 
ending now. 


» 
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1iLE Camaro Returns 


If the new SS model of the Camaro isn’t quite up to your perfor- 
mance needs, but the ZL1 is too far out of reach, Chevrolet is about 
to put another Camaro variant between them, performancewise. 
The 1LE package, available on manual-transmission 13 SS models, 
features driveline and suspension enhancements that enable the 
Camaro to pull 1g levels of lateral acceleration. 

The package features a close-ratio Tremec TR6060-MM6 six- 
speed transmission, 3.91 axle gears, monotube rear shocks, beefier 
stabilizer bars, a strut-tower brace, and ZL1-like tires and wheels. Vi- 
sually, the 1LE Camaro can be spotted by its matte-black hood, front 
splitter, rear spoiler, and those ZL1 wheels. 

Chevy plans to offer the 1LE Camaro for less than $40,000 when 


it goes on sale in the fall. 


by Rinsey Mills, hardbound, 464 
pages; Motorbooks, Minneapolis, 
Minn. www.motorbooks.com 
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This being the Cobra’s 
50th anniversary, it’s 

no surprise that Shelby 
books are hitting the 
market. His passing is 
sure to stoke interest in 


his accomplishments, 
so the publication of 
this biography is, sadly, 
perfectly timed. Mills has 
written a comprehen- 
sive account of Shelby’s 


In “Lansing Legacy” (page 
32) you can read about James 
Kryta’s immaculate 72 4-4-2 
W-30 and its winning ways on 
the ISCA show circuit in 2010. 
Kryta and the Inline Tube crew 
have done it again, taking the 
ISCA’s Best Restored Champion 
award for 2012 with this 69 
Judge convertible. After a full 
restoration (using Inline Tube 


amazing life that at times 
reads more like a novel 
than nonfiction. It is high- 
ly detailed—maybe too 
much so in places—but a 
fascinating read. 


parts, of course) the Judge went 
on the show trail and won the 
Best Restored award in each 
city where it was displayed. That 
feat earned the GTO a spot in 
the ISCA’s finals, held in Omaha, 
where it took the big win. For 
video of the Judge and a sneak 
peek at Inline Tube’s next proj- 
ect, a’70 4-4-2 convert, visit 
inlinetube.com. 


65-73 MUSTANG 


SILICONE 
RADIATOR HOSE SET 


Custom made black silicone hoses with 
nylon reinforcements have a higher burst 
resistance and are longer lasting than 
standard rubber hoses. Plus they add a 
clean polished look to your engine compart- 
ment. Set includes upper and lower radiator 
hoses plus a water pump bypass hose. 
65-69 260, 289, 302 with a Passenger 
side water pump inlet 
innvwanivete 8260-2SA 


67-81 CAMARO 


PARTS & ACCESSORIES AVAILABLE FOR 


79-93 MUSTANG 


TIE ROD, — ao 66 260, 289 


New reproductions feature correct 
forgings that utilize a correct style 
boot with metal ring and a smooth 
lower cover without a zerk fitting as 
required for concours judging. 
OUTER 


MS, 2 reqd....3A130-4C $118.95 

ER PYG seaiovess 3A130-3C $124.95 

FEL, (PLS scrinsses 3A130-4C $118.95 

INNER 

MS, 2 reqd....3A131-2C $142.95 

LE. PLS isscnas 8A131-1C $142.95 
$58.95 | RH, PLS... 38A131-2C $142.95 


CAMARO OE-STYLE 
ARMREST ASSEMBLY 


For far too long you were forced to 
replace your armrest pad with the only 
reproduction available, the Urethane 
pad. Finally an armrest pad molded 
exactly as the original GM pad was 
constructed. The grain and stitching 
detail is superior. So better quality 

and more detail than Urethane, 

yet it’s less expensive! 

74-81 Pair...... C-14686-13B $99.95 


PERFORMANCE 


BRAKE PADS 
PERFORMANCE CERAMIC: 
30% more stopping power than traditional 
ceramic pads. These pads are ideal for 

the everyday driver that wants a little more 
than stock without the sacrifice. 

HPS COMPOUND: 

Unique Ferro-Carbon brake compound 
that delivers up 40% more stopping 
than your stock brake pads. 

HP PLUS: 

These pads are ideal for club track 
events or even all out Autocross. 


Kits Starting $ ¢®? 
HEAD LIGHT KITS 


These quality reproduction head light 
kits are designed to replace your worn 
out yellowed factory head lights. 

They include 

2 - Headlight assemblies, 

2 - Parking light assemblies and 

2 - Front marker light assemblies. 
They are available in many different 
styles with pricing starting at $89.95. 
See our online catalog for additional 


styles and pricing. 
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48-79 F-SERIES TRUCK 


INS TRUMEN T CLUSTER 
PRINTED CIRCUIT BOARDS 


These new 1981-86 printed circuit boards 
are tooled off the factory style pattern and 
are designed to be a direct replacement 
for your old and brittle units. With these 
units exclusive to NPD we are dedicated 
to working on more years and more parts 
to fit your Fox Mustang needs. 

BIK<BB: scraroinnese M-10K843-3A $119.95 


PARTS & ACCESSORIES AVAILABLE FOR 
64-87 CHEVELLE, MALIBU & EL CAMINO 


67-81 FIREBIRD 


NEW Motor 
Not Rebuilt 


ELECTRIC WINDOW MOTOR 
With rebuilt motors, you were stuck 
dealing with cores, and at times the 
rebuilt models did not include the gear 
and plate. Now with this reproduction, 
it’s NEW! No core, and includes all the 
pieces you need at a cheaper cost. 
The ideal replacement! 
64-68 AH........ C-10783-1B 
64-68 LH........ C-10783-2B 


84.95 
84.95 


Add Performance 
when Converting to R-134a 


COMPRESSOR UPGRADE 
Our Sanden compressor conversion kits will 
not only help you save on horsepower, give 
you better fuel economy and performance, 
operate at a continuous duty rating of 6,000 
RPM and save half the weight of the stock 
compressor, but they'll look cool and keep 
you cool in the process as well! 
64-77 Total Kit 


$499.95 


FOR FASTEST DELIVERY AND SERVICE CALL THE NPD STORE CLOSEST TO YOU, TOLL-FREE 24/7. 


N CAROLINA - Charlotte, 
Local 704-331-0900 


MICHIGAN - Canton, 
Local - 734-397-4569 


FLORIDA - Ocala, 
Local - 352-861-8700 


CALIFORNIA - Ventura, 
Local - 805-654-0468 


800-368-6451 | 800-521-6104 | 800-874-7595 | 800-235-3445 


80-96 F-SERIES TRUCK 


Offered in =—$_—_ 


Black, Silver or Chrome 


DIAMONDSTEP 
REAR BUMPER, BY FEY 


A traditional replacement rear step bumper 
with embossed steel step plate. Primary 
construction of 12 gauge cold rolled steel 
for superior strength. Tow ready for up to 
8,000 pounds. No drill installation. 
STYLESIDE 

67-96 Black powder coat 


savenceraasazesacetysass F-17906-40A 180.95 
67-96 Silver powder coat 

sasaneivenesddeavaccaeiie F-17906-40B 179.95 
67-96 Chrome.......4.4.. F-17906-40C 276.95 


Installation kit... F-17906-40K 52.50 


66-96 BRONCO 


RUST PREVENTION MAGIC 


A brush on metal preservative that goes 
on smoothly and dries to a nearly invisible 
sheen, no oily look or feel but it protects 
metal from rusting like nothing we have 
seen, jar contains enough material 

for 2 cars 


COD ar  wasesetessereereeis 909-11A $34.95 


~~ 
YS ln Support of the Les lacacea Award & 


| Bes, 


National Parts Depot is proud 
to be a major sponsor of The 
lacocca Foundation and The 
Lee lacocca Award, “Given 
for Dedication to excellence 
in perpetuating an American 
Automotive Tradition.” 


www. iacoccafoundation.org 


REPRODUCTION 
77-81 TRANS AM HOOD SCOOP 


A quality fiberglass reproduction of the 
original. No detail overlooked, NPD offers 
all three styles of the original scoops. Not a 


sesiateoenaencsenion cae C-3417S-204A 149.95 


78-81 400, 403, 301....C-3417S-206A 139.95 
80-81 B05 iesivsnsnssnonvares C-3417S-212A 139.95 


See Our 


Visit Us Online and 
Improvements 


www.NATIONALPARTSDEPOT com 


TUFF STUFF ALTERNATORS 
Brand new alternators assembled here 

in the US. Hand polished and triple 
chrome-plated. Ultra low cut-in voltage 
regulators keeps the extra amps flowing 

in low idle situations. Highest quality 
neoprene-sealed bearings for long life. 
CRIOMIO: FINISH sacavescinvansivervewavanva $105.95 
Black Powdercoated............2000000008 $99.95 


NATIONAL PARTS DEPOT 


LARGEST INVENTORY 


No other restoration supplier has 
the inventory we do! 


No DRoP SHIPPING 
Over 98% instant fill-rate, 
we ship directly to you! 


REPUTATION 


35 years of exceeding 
customer expectations! 


Restoring 
WY GMM 


— 


FAST DELIVERY 


-3 day delivery to 
most of the U.S.! 


Low SHIPPING RATES 


Free ground shipping on 
orders over $300! 


COURTEOUS SERVICE 


Sales staff available 24/7, or walk-in 
Mon.-Fri. 8am-9pm, Sat.-Sun. 8am-5pm 


COLOR CATALOG 
CALL 24 HOURFS352-387-0071 


SCAN HERE TO VISIT US ONLINE 


Also sign up for NPD’s 
Digital Newsletter 


Copyright © 2011 All rights reserved. 
Prices and specifications are subject to change 
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By Jerry Heasle' 


eing neighborly paid 
Stage 1 dividends for 
Frank Mastrangelo 
of Novi, Michigan, in 
April 2008. He’d moved into the 
neighborhood in 1993. Fifteen 
years passed before he gota 
chance to see the ’69 Buick that 
belonged to his neighbor Phil 
Circa. 

It happened one day when 
Frank jumped in Phil's Dodge 
Ram pickup and the two of them, 
old friends by now, drove toa 
storage building in Novi to open 
up atime capsule. The old Buick 
had been sitting in storage, un- 
touched and not seeing the light 
of day, for more than 20 years. 
Frank couldn't believe his eyes 
when the two of them opened 
the single-car garage door. 

“The dust was so thick you 
couldn't see through the win- 
dows, no car cover or anything,” 
Frank says. 

Apparently the dry storage 
had protected the body from 
rust. Michigan winters did not 
get the better of this muscle car 
classic. Frank was surprised that 
“everything opened up fine,” in- 
cluding the hood and doors. 

He says, “I wanted to see the 
four-speed. | didn’t know Buicks 
‘cause I’m a Pontiac guy. The 
interior was in pretty nice shape 
and everything looked complete 
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except the radio was missing.” 

The big deal, of course, was 
the Stage 1. Was it real? Did the 
numbers match? 

The long-term storage was 
comforting to Frank. He viewed 
the car as “how they drove it 
back in the ’8Os.” He knew his 
friend bought the car as a Stage 
1in the ’70Os from the original 
owner. Provenance was defi- 
nitely on his side. 

“| opened the hood and no- 
ticed the intake and valve covers 
were off,” says Frank. “Phil said 
everything was in the trunk.” 


—_—" t 
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by 


LEAT TT 


Sure enough, the parts were 
there, including the rare Quad- 
rajet Stage 1 carburetor on top 
of the stock intake manifold. The 
story Frank had been hearing 
for 15 years was starting to make 
sense now. 

In the 70s, Phil bought the 
car from the original owner. He 
street-raced the beast. He drove 
the car on dates with the young 
lady who would become his 
wife. The Buick was more than 
glass and steel to him, and nota 
car he could easily part with. He 
already made that mistake once. 


Phil sold the car in the 80s. 
Apparently, the buyer merely 
wanted to flip the muscle car, 
already a strong collectible. 
That plan turned sour when his 
mechanic spun a rod bearing. Or 
at least they heard a knocking 
down deep. 

By sheer luck, Phil happened 
onto his old ride ina yard in 
downtown Detroit and bought it 
back for the trifling sum of $300. 
He then placed the car, not run- 
ning, in storage. 

Finally, in 2008, he was willing 
to part with his old Buick. Phil 


TH 


The Buick hadn't reflected sunlight in over two decades. This and the other photos were taken after 
Frank Mastrangelo swapped out the tires. 


© Frank was amazed the engine wasn’t hurt after all these years 
and no doubt lots of street racing. He installed the intake and 


carburetor stored in the trunk. 


knew his neighbor was a muscle 
car enthusiast and not a “flipper.” 
Frank owned and drove one. 

Frank says, “I’ve had a’64 GTO 
since the day | graduated col- 
lege back in 1981. | found it be- 
hind an abandoned house when 
| was leaving college.” 

The presence of this classic 
Goat is what got their friendship 
going 15 years earlier. Frank says 
a’01 Chrysler 300M got the deal 
for the Buick off the ground. 
Phil's wife liked the 300. 

He says, “We struck a deal 
on the 300M and the Buick and 
exchanged titles.” 

Frank wasn't worried about 
the mechanical issues. He put a 
socket on the crankshaft and the 
motor turned freely. 

Rough winters and hot sum- 


© With the engine rebuilt, the GS was ready for some serious driving and cruising. 


mers had dry-rotted the big 
L6Os in the rear and narrower 
70 series in the front. Unfortu- 
nately, Frank waited until they 
swapped out the tires before he 
snapped these Rare Finds pic- 
tures. At least we get to see the 
car mostly as-is, covered in dust 
and where it was found. 

The owner in the 80s had en- 
gaged Earl Scheib to change the 
Twilight Blue Poly to a gunmetal- 
green metallic. His intention 
was to resell the car for a profit 
before his mechanic spun the 
bearing and he bought the car 
for cheap. 

Frank says, “My son and | 
pulled the engine and complete- 
ly rebuilt it in the garage.” 

They even painted the firewall 
and did a little detailing. The 
400 Stage 1 now runs great, and 
the numbers all match. The car 
basically looks “about how it was 
driven back then,” Frank says, re- 
ferring to the 80s, good enough 
to turn heads at the Woodward 
Dream Cruise in Detroit. 

How rare is this Buick? Frank's 
research shows 19,257 total GSs 
built for the 69 model year, out 
of which 1,256 were 400 Stage 
1 hardtops. Of those 1,256, 415 
had the four-speed. Now, that’s 
rare! But maybe not as rare as 
the neighborly friendship that 
brought about this Rare Find. 


Do you have a RARE FIND 
story to share? 

Contact Jerry Heasley at 
jerry@jerryheasley.com. 
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Michael Hall ’65 Mustang 


IPUT MYSELF through col- 
lege helping other people re- 
store their Mustangs, but | never 
had one of my own until after 
my career was well established. 
A few years after we married, 
Terri and | didn’t have a whole 
lot of money, but we both had a 
love for cars. A neighbor named 
John Gabbard allowed us to 
show his ’69 Firebird convert- 
ible, and we must have entered 
about 50 shows all over Ken- 
tucky and Virginia. We had an 
awesome time and were always 
thrilled to come home with a 
“win,” but no matter how well we 
placed, there was always a sense 
that something was lacking. | 
wanted to show a Mustang, and 
my desire increased with every 
car show | entered. 

| was constantly putting out 
feelers about cars for sale, but 
they always resulted in a dead- 
end. One day a stranger told me 
about a car that was rumored 
to be in eastern Kentucky about 
150 miles from my home. The 
owner’s name and address were 
unknown, so for the next two 
years | made inquiries about the 
location of this car. | was giving 
up hope of ever finding that 
Mustang (or any other one, for 
that matter) when | saw an ad 
for a’65 Mustang convertible 
for sale in a regional car sales 
magazine. 

| immediately called, and after 
only a few moments | knew | was 
talking to the owner of the car | 
had heard about two years ear- 
lier. He told me the car had been 
through three previous owners 
before he bought it. He was go- 
ing to fix it up, but he decided 
that it was too rough to tackle. 

The first time | saw the car, 
it was in such bad shape you 
could hardly tell what it was. 
The brakes were bad, there 
was a large hole in the top, and 
someone had ground the edges 
off the doors just to give it door 
gaps. It had mismatched wheels, 
a dash that was painted with 
rattle-can spray paint, a steer- 
ing wheel from a pickup truck, 
and a backseat with no padding. 
Every body part was dented or 
rusted or had large amounts of 


body filler. But it was a numbers- 
matching car, red in color, with 
a 289 motor, C4 transmission, 
power steering, and power top. 

This was probably the rough- 
est Mustang | had ever seen. | 
was looking for a long-term proj- 
ect, and this was the challenge 
| sought. 

| started by making the car 
mechanically sound, rebuilding 
the motor to Hi Po specifica- 
tions, adding Cobra valve cov- 
ers, and a Cobra breather. The 
transmission was freshened with 
new seals, gaskets, and a new 
torque converter. | also rebuilt 
the brakes and replaced the 
tired old leaf springs with new 
ones so it would sit at the cor- 
rect ride height. Lastly, | installed 
a new three-row radiator so that 
it would run cool. 

Next was the interior. My 
wife and | decided to go with 
red and white Pony seat covers 
and white Pony door panels. | 
removed what was left of the old 
carpet and installed new sound 
deadener and nice new red 
carpet. We refurbished the in- 
strument cluster and painted the 
dash with paint that didn’t come 
from a rattle can. | also installed 
a new dash pad and new sun vi- 
sors with new chrome brackets. 

When it came to the body 
and paint work, | took it to our 
friends at Don Cheek Customs, 
where he replaced the floor 
pans, trunk pans, doors, fenders, 
quarter-panels, front and rear 
valance, hood, and trunk lid. We 


used factory Ford stamped parts 
wherever possible. | used good 
rust-free factory doors, trunk lid, 
and hood instead of reproduc- 
tion parts to get a better fit. Each 
used part was stripped to bare 
metal. After the bodywork, Don 
sprayed it Torch Red, a color 
found on ’09 Shelby Mustangs. 

Ten years later, with the help 
of my family, we finally com- 
pleted this project. 

The Firebird we showed 10 


years ago is still in my garage, 
and seeing it brings back fond 
memories, but nothing can com- 
pare to the joy of owning this 
Mustang. Jayne, my daughter, 
and | enjoy spending weekends 
going to car shows and local 
cruises. Jayne’s favorite hobby 

is collecting trophies and dash 
plaques, while mine is collecting 
memories of sharing one terrific- 
looking car with the people | 
love the most. 
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Chad Moore ’67 Mustang 


MY BROTHER-IN-LAW and 
| share a passion for our ’67 Mus- 
tang fastbacks. His is a GTA car 
with a 428 Cobra Jet, while mine 
is anumbers-matching Mustang 
that my dad bought for me in 
1991 when | was in high school. 
The car belonged to our neigh- 
bor, and it wasn’t driven. It sat in 
his side yard with the windows 
rolled down and the sprinklers 
running on it. Sickening, isn’t it? 
My dad worked hard on the 
guy for years to part with the 
car, but they just didn’t want to 
sell it. They had purchased the 
car new in 1967 from a dealer- 
ship in San Jose, California. Even- 
tually my father got the best of 
him and made the purchase. | 
can remember him coming to 
get me out of bed (you know 
teenagers, they have to sleep till 
noon or later) to let me know he 
had bought me a car. You can 
imagine my excitement at 16! 
The previous owner claimed 
that the tranny was slipping and 
the engine would never run. We 
proved him wrong when we put 
in a couple days of TLC, and | 
ended up driving the car for two 
solid years afterwards. | drove 
the car every day to high school 
and slowly worked on weekends 
to restore it. | can remember a 
gal in school making fun of me 
for driving a car with “shingles” 
on it! That was long before the 
remake of the Gone in 60 Sec- 
onds movie and the numerous 
Eleanor projects that followed. 
In the spring of my senior 
year we completed the restora- 
tion with a Midnight Blue color 
scheme [seen in the photo] that 
was very close to the original 
color. | always loved the atten- 
tion that | got in the car and 
enjoyed driving it every day. 
After graduation | drove the 
car to work in the desert heat 
for five years and loved every 
minute of it, even sitting on the 
black vinyl upholstery. | soon got 


great mechanic, but it’s about 
the journey and learning from 
mistakes. The time spent in my 
garage is my time where the 
world fades away. 

This car has a lot of cherished 
memories for me. My father and 
| spent countless hours together 
working on it. My wife and | 
dated in it. It’s a part of me that 
| don’t think I can ever let go of, 
and lam going to cherish every 
minute of this restoration and do 
the things that | wanted to the 
first time but couldn't. The neat 
thing today is that my two boys 
really love the car and can’t wait 
to get it done for the cruises and 
car shows. 


in my tract home garage, farm- 
ing out only the paint and body 
work. | don’t consider myself a 


married and parked the car for 
an air-conditioned truck that 
pulled our Jet Ski. 

My focus left the car for a 
lot of years. It sat in 
the garage until my 
brother-in-law bought 
his Mustang last sum- 
mer. This inspired me 
to begin working on 
my car again. | now 
find myself smack- 
dab in the middle of a 
rotisserie restoration, 
though | only intended 
to remove the tranny 
and have it rebuilt. 
The bands had dried 
out from sitting, and 
it wouldn't shift into 
Third. My plans include 
a total restoration per- 
formed mostly by me, 


—— 


Is your car a Homegrown Hero? Share the story of how you rebuilt your ride, along with some photos of the car under construction 
and how it looks today. Email your stories and high-resolution digital photos to mcreview@sbcglobal.net, or mail them to Muscle 
Car Review, Homegrown Heroes, 831 S. Douglas St., El Segundo, CA 90245. We reserve the right to edit your stories, and photos can- 


not be returned. 
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ow ould a 351ci V-8 of 1971 

grab bragging rights over 

the likes of 428 Cobra Jets 

and Boss 429s of the 68-70 

- muscle car era? In the pantheon of early 
Ford Mustangs, muscle car cognoscenti 
place the ’71 Boss 351 at the pinnacle for 
e.t.’s through the quarter-mile. 

Bob Perkins, the world’s foremost 
authority on Boss Mustangs and widely 
regarded as the best Mustang restorer 
anywhere, concurs. “I'd put my money on 
the Boss 351,” he says when asked of the 
top quarter-mile Mustang of the 64-73 
generation, provided those cars—Boss 429, 
428 Cobra Jet, and Boss 351—were geared 
the same. 

Then he tosses another muscle Mustang 
into the fray, a’71 429 Super Cobra Jet with 
a set of optional 4.11 or 4.30 gears in its 
9-inch differential. This frightening muscle 
machine, Perkins feels, would finish ahead 
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of all other stock first-generation Mus- 
tangs, but second to the Boss 351. 

Like Perkins and the owner of this car, 
David Wyrwas of Merrimack, New York, 1 
have seen the various “Fifty Fastest” mus- 
cle car lists. Most of the older lists placed 
the Boss 351 at the top of the et. ladder of 
any first-generation Mustang. Lately, how- 
ever, some new lists have moved the Boss 
429 up the ladder with a slightly faster e.t. 
from an old test from High Performance 
Cars. Whether this test was of a stock Boss 
429, | am not sure. 

However, the consensus of opinion is 


the Boss 351 was superior to all other first- 
generation Mustangs in the quarter-mile. 
What made a Boss 351 so powerful com- 
pared to bigger-cube V-8s in the Ford ar- 
senal? Maybe Perkins says it best with his 
description of the Boss 351 midsized V-8: 
“The torque of a big-block with the revving 
ability of a Boss 302.” 

Another plus for the Boss 351 was the 
absence of a power-robbing Thermactor 
smog system. Those Cobra Jet 428s and 
Boss 429s, not to mention the smaller- 
cubed Boss 302s (not even close to a Boss 
351 in the quarter-mile), each came witha 


Thermactor smog pump and hoses. 

And then there's the carburetion. The 
Boss 351 ran an Autolite with a spread 
bore configuration, while Boss 429s and 
Cobra Jet 428s utilized Holley four-barrel 
carburetors. Also, the 735-cfm Holley used 
on the Boss 429 wasn’t the best-flowing 
carburetor for the quarter-mile, as the en- 
gine was designed and tuned for NASCAR 
racing. The much smaller Boss 302 came 
with a 780-cfm Holley, great for high rpm 
on a road racing course but not for street 
driving or drag racing. The Autolite brand 
did not inspire much awe in the old days. 


But those carburetors did work great. And 
in the restoration era, the Autolite has be- 
come a valuable treasure. 

“That’s probably the most expensive 
Mustang carburetor there is—a correct 
date-coded Boss 351,” Perkins says. 

Right now, an authentic Boss 351 Auto- 
lite four-barrel carburetor is worth $3,500. 
In their prime a few years ago they were 
bringing $5,500, and a famous carburetor 
rebuilder was giving $2,000 just for a core 
to rebuild. 

Interestingly enough, the Boss 351 and 
Boss 302 share port and valve sizes in the 
Cleveland-style heads. Ports and valves 
that were too big for street driving from 
stoplight to stoplight in the 302 served the 
larger 351 quite well. 

In a manner of speaking, the Boss 351 
had, in Perkins’ words, “The best of every- 
thing.” 

David Wyrwas knew these facts and 


more when he purchased this restored 
Boss 351 in the winter of 2010. He says, “I 
have a Boss 302 Cougar Eliminator with a 
4.30 Detroit Locker and a Boss 429 Mus- 
tang. The 351 rounds out the Boss group.” 

But there was more to David’s 351-pow- 
ered fastback than Boss dreams. He also 
owns a’70 ram air 428 Cobra Jet Mach 1 
anda’70O Mercury Cyclone Spoiler with a 
428 Super Cobra Jet and a four-speed. 

David is a real muscle car fan and an 
admitted Ford guy. Super enthusiastic, 
he brought his ’71 Boss 351 to the Forge 
Muscle Car Classic in Pigeon Forge, Ten- 
nessee, where | got the chance to really 
analyze the car. 

This Boss 351 just looks so much like 
a muscle car. David says the look really 
got to him too. Everything on the stylish 
fastback is concours correct, as evidenced 
by the Mustang Club of America (MCA) 
awarding him Concours Gold at the Mus- 
tangs at the Beach show in Long Island. 
This award is based on points in MCA’s 
rigorous judging system. 

The optional argent rear deck wing 
spoiler, then, is correct, and makes a 
bold statement against the Medium Blue 
Metallic paint. The front of the Boss 351 is 
even more muscled up, with the NASA-style 
scoops in the hood accented by argent paint 
and the argent colored lower valance. Argent 


JULY 2012 MMBSGLE EAR REVEEN! 19 


THE BEST OF EVERYTHING 


David Wyrwas believes his Boss 351 is the 
quickest quarter horse imhis'stable, which 
includes ponies with Boss 429 and 428 Cobra 
Jet power. Every Boss 351 was a fastback, 
called a SportsRoof.in Ford’s 
brochures for 1971.5. 52s 


side stripes, lower body paint, and Boss 351 
logos on the front fenders accent the sides 
of this rare Mustang. 

The irony is this Boss 351 is the one car 
David drives the least in his whole Ford 
arsenal. That’s because he bought the car 
completely restored. No other car in his 
collection is in concours condition. 

His friend George Munsterman, also 
from New York state, bought the ’71 Boss 
at Barrett-Jackson in Scottsdale, Arizona, 
in 2007. David had his eye on the Boss. He 
recalls, “It was in my thoughts, but | had to 
go to Detroit for a meeting. | wasn’t actu- 
ally there when the car sold.” 

Kevin's Klassics did the restoration and 
sold the Boss at Barrett-Jackson. David 


ATAGLANCE 


1971 BOSS 351 


Owned by: David Wyrwas, Merrimack, NH 
Restored by: Kevin's Klassics, Cannon Falls, MN 
Engine: 351ci/330hp Boss 351 

Transmission: Top Loader manual 4-speed 
Rearend: 9-inch 3.91 gears and Traction-Lok 
Interior: Black standard high-back bucket seats 
Wheels: 15x7 Magnum 500 

Tires: F60-15 Firestone Wide-Oval raised white 
letter 


\ Pepa 


Y 


e- ‘ef : SS 


® With the torque of a big-block but the revving abilities of the 302, the ’71 Boss 351 is likely the 
best quarter-mile performer of the early Mustangs. 


purchased the car three years later from 
Munsterman. The Boss 351 was part of 
what must have been the largest Boss 

351 collection in the world, owned by Kim 
Miller in Minnesota, who had amassed 16 
Boss 351s along with a pair of Boss 429s, 
one Boss 302, plus a hoard of memorabilia. 
Kevin’s Klassics bought the entire collec- 
tion for a million dollars and eventually 
sold the cars. Kevin himself told us that all 


the Boss 351s were low mileage, collected 
over about 20 years. 

David received a rare piece of Mustang 
history. Ford built just 1,806 units and for 
a single model year. In the Boss tradition, 
every Boss 351 came with four-speed 
manual transmission backed by a set of 
3.91 gears in a Traction-Lok differential. 
Ford wanted to make sure nobody diluted 
the Boss name. M&S 
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@ The underside of 
the hood housed this 
unique assembly to 
duct forced air to the 
carburetor. Vacuum 
opened and closed 
the scoops. 


®@ To prevent overrevving, 
every Boss 351 came with 
an Autolite “ENG GOV” 
(engine governor) set at 
6,150 rpm. 


a 


a | 


@ The Instrumentation Group, standard on the Boss 351 and situatedin & The shifter featured a Hurst T-handle, very popular in 1971. 

the center of the dash, features round gauges for oil, alt, and temp. This 

car came from the factory with three options: AM radio, rear spoiler, @ David Wyrwas confesses he upgraded the wheels to Magnums. They 

and Rim-Blow steering wheel. just look too good and were optional for this car. Stock was a set of 
hubcaps and trim rings. 


@ The front spoiler gives the Boss 351 a distinctive muscle car appear- 
ance. The Mach 1 came with a urethane front bumper in the car’s color. 


The Boss 351 had the regular chrome front bumper. 
I The Boss 351 joins other , . 


muscle Mustangs in 
David’s collection, includ- 
ing a Boss 429 and a’70 
428 Cobra Jet Mach 1. 


@ The rear decklid spoiler was optional Boss 351 equipment. 
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By Bob McClurg 
Photos by Drew Hardin and courtesy of the 
Ed Justice Jr. Collection and the Petersen - 


Archive ~ Aenew Mustang uns 


Tf h. 
24 hours nonstop at 157.663 MP 


hroughout the ’60s, automotive icon Mickey 
Thompson seemed to pop up everywhere 
competitors gathered in the name of speed. 
Thompson had served former sponsor General 
Motors well during his Pontiac years, but he later enjoyed 
the support of Pontiac’s cross-town rivals at Ford, specifi- 
cally former Pontiac General Manager and then FoMoCo 
president Semon E. “Bunkie” Knudsen. 

No stranger to the Bonneville Salt Flats, Thompson 
mounted a land-speed endurance-record assault with three 
specially prepped Mach 1 Mustangs during July, August, and 
September 1968. He and racer Danny Ongais (who also drove 
Thompson's blue Mach 1 AA/Fuel Funny Car) were listed as 
primary drivers. 

“The number of records set [295] by Mickey and Danny in records. 
both the American Closed Car class and the American Closed ee aan aon ite Saal 
Car Unlimited class was huge,” says USAC Official Timer Dave ie a a aa 


aS — 
3 RECORDS 


Petrali. As a teenager, Petrali was present while his father, Joe, @ Following the records sa a 78, 208, 18 8 
then USAC/FIA‘s chief steward, and Louis T. Torres, USAC/FIA’s set by Mickey Thompson aesnin 

chief observer, officiated during Thompson and company’s and his trio of Mustangs, : 

record-breaking performances. Ford created this ad to ’ 


Listed as co-drivers during the initial record assault in July promote the tote aie 
were Sports Illustrated feature writer Bob Ottum and Hot Rod its new pony cars. “The 


magazine publisher Ray Brock. Brock would report the results 1o02 eeeiee eee 
ners—at the track or on 


in Hot Rod ’s Oct. ’68 cover story, “At Least | Got My Name on the turnpikes,” reads the : got, 22. MUSTANG GP 
the Door. closing line. USAC’ ler! 
It is interesting to note that none of the Mustang fastbacks ee what's going on-your Ford Deale 
was a genuine Mach 1. Rather, they were purpose-built The place you've gotto go tos 
preproduction C-Code SportsRoof models assembled at OTOR TREND /DECEMBER 1968 7 
Holman & Moody and then shipped to Thompson’s Long 
Beach, California, shop for final preparation. Thompson’s yel- 
low car featured a four-bolt-main, 302W tunnel-port engine 
that was built to compete in the American Stock and American Both the yellow and red Mustangs were more or less set up like 
Stock Unlimited classes. Next in line were the red and blue 427 a NASCAR Grand National Torino from that era, with a quad-shock, 
FE tunnel-port-engine cars that were set up to compete in the A-arm front suspension, heavy-duty NASCAR-type front hubs 
aforementioned American Stock and American Stock Unlimited and disc brakes, and a six-point rollcage. Schiefer-equipped Ford 
“B” classifications. Top Loader four-speed transmissions were used along with 2.50- 
In true NASCAR tradition, Holman & Moody’s idea of “stock” to 2.90-geared 9-inch Detroit Locker rearends with staggered 


was liberally interpreted. 

“Man, those cars were really slicked out,” re- 
members Mickey Thompson’s Boss 429 Pro Stock 
driver Butch Leal, who was working at Mickey’s 
shop the day the three Mustangs arrived. “The 
drip rails were flush-fit to the roofline. The head- 
light buckets were covered in clear Plexiglas, and 
the driver-side inboard driving light was replaced 
with an air intake duct. A screen covered the 
grille to prevent the radiator from becoming 
plugged up by the salt, and sheetmetal tabs were 
used to prevent the front and rear windows from 
being sucked out at high speed.” 


Bonneville hacer and former Thompson em- ®@ Hot Rod magazine publisher Ray Brock and Sports Ilustrated writer Bob Ottum 
ployee Mike McGuire agrees: “Those cars were shared the wheel of the small-block-powered yellow car with Thompson and Ongais. 
fresh out of the wind tunnel and still had the Much of Brock’s story about the record event told of his troubles keeping the car stable 
tufts taped to them when we got ’em.” on Bonneville’s wet salt. 


22 MUSCLE CAR REVEM JULY 2012 


(Endurance Racing) 


+ BONNEVILLE SALT | FLATS 


”V itsiyg§ R02 MUSTANG M 


START. FINS be 


CHE une 


shocks, heavy-duty rear leaf springs, heavy-duty Ford rear drum 
brakes with sintered metallic linings, and 10.40x15 Goodyear Blue 
Streak Speedway Special rubber mounted on standard double- 
centered steel stock-car rims. 

“Special weight jacks were used on all four corners to be able 
to set the yellow and red cars up for circle track or endurance rac- 
ing,” says McGuire. “Conversely, the blue 427 tunnel-port Mustang 
was more of a straight-line runner; its suspension was set up to be 
completely neutral.” 

Furthermore, the blue car was the only one equipped with a 
Hone overdrive (for a total of eight speeds forward), again ideally 
suited for straight-line running. During the later stages of develop- 
ment the blue car also ran a Fritz Voight-supercharged 427 wedge 
engine. Top-end speed for Old Blue was 190-plus, hence the use of 
a parachute! 

Most of Thompson’s records no longer exist due to a 1970-1973 
USAC/FIA record book realignment. But a partial listing of the 
records Thompson and company set over those three months in 
the big-motor red and blue Mustangs include Class B flying-start 
marks at 25-, 50-, 75-, 100-, 200-, 250-, 300-, 400-, and 500-mile 
and -kilometer increments; and Class B standing-start records 
over those same distances. The yellow small-block-powered Mus- 
tang set similar standing- and flying-start records in its class. 

It should be noted that the top miles-per-hour recorded ona 
two-way average for the 1-K standing start was 93.807 mph for 
the 302 car and 106.079 mph for the Class B red car. Clocking in 
at 112.451 mph, the blue car was obviously the fastest, with the big 
difference in top-end speed being largely attributed to the Hone 
overdrive. 

One-, three- and even 24-hour endurance runs were conducted 
ona 10-mile oval with a series of four 0.95-mile corners set up by 


USAC/FIA. Both standing- and flying-start Class C records were 
broken, at speeds averaging nearly 160 mph—even over 24 hours. 
After all was said and done, Thompson’s land-speed record 

assault provided Ford and its new-from-the-ground-up 69 


Petersen Publishing photographer Eric Rickman went with Brock 
to photograph the record-setting event. This is an outtake from the 
article, showing the 302-powered Mustang at a nighttime pit stop 
on the salt. 


RECORD SEER 


@ The yellow Mustang was crushed, the 
whereabouts of the red Mustang are unknown, 
but the blue car still exists. Owned by collector 
Brent Hajek, it was part of a special display of Mickey 
Thompson’s cars at the Wally Parks/NHRA Motorsports 
Museum in Pomona, where we photographed it behind the 
museum’s main building. 


Mustang with bragging rights. An ad 
that ran in numerous buff books that 
year declared, “1969 Mustangs Shatter 
295 Speed and Endurance Records!” But 
what became of this record-setting trio? 

Story has it that Thompson removed 

the Fritz Voight prepared engines from 

all three cars and shipped them back to 

Ford in late October 1968 with the original 
H&M powerplants as delivered. From there, the Mustangs were 
featured in Ford-Autolite’s Cavalcade of Cars traveling road show 
for a while. 

It is widely believed that, due to extensive salt corrosion, the 
yellow car was crushed. Stories regarding the disposition of the 
red car vary. One holds that Ford gave the red car to Bobby AlI- 
lison to compete in the NASCAR Grand American Circuit, or “Baby 
Grand Circuit,” where, (prior to being crashed) the car did quite 
well. Ford took the car back, and (according to Danny Thompson, 
Mickey’s son) it too was crushed. However, another version claims 
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@ Thompson 
pulled the engines 
out of all three Mustangs 
before returning them to Ford. 
His longtime engine builder Fritz Voight hung on to the blue car’s origi- 
nal tunnel-port 427 and rebuilt it for Hajek’s restoration. Note the giant 
hole in the hood under the Boss 429 scoop. At one time a 427 witha big 
GMC blower was run in the car. 


that the red car survived, was painted dark blue with gold accent 
trim, and is now in the hands of a private collector. 

After its car show days ended, the blue Mustang was returned 
to Thompson with, of all things, an iron-head Boss 429 engine 
installed. 

“The blue car had been used for early 429 NASCAR engine test- 
ing and product evaluation,” says current owner Brent Hajek. “In 
fact, it may be the earliest 69 Mustang development car or mule 
on record and predates any other Mach 1 and Boss 429 Mustang 
development program paperwork we've ever found.” 

However, Ford’s Jacques Passano eventually canceled that 
particular facet of the Boss 429 Mustang development program, 
saying, “We're not learning anything here because this car is 
not a stock Mustang.” That’s when the car was shipped back to 
Thompson. 

In 2005, the blue Mustang was pulled out of mothballs and re- 
stored at Danny Thompson’s Ridgway, Colorado, shop. Longtime 
Thompson engine man Fritz Voight rebuilt the twin-carbureted 
tunnel-port 427 engine, which both father and son had kept in 


@ Among the aerody- 
namic tricks H&M ap- 
plied to the Mustangs 
were these Plexiglas 
covers on the head- 
light buckets. 

Note, too, that 

the center light 

has been removed 
and replaced with an 
air intake duct. 


Y storage all those 
years. Painter Ray 
Newton repainted the 
car its original factory 
bright blue metallic color, 
and Danny Thompson per- 
sonally performed all the me- 
chanical work. 
The Mickey Thompson Mustang was 
reintroduced at Bonneville in 2006, where 
muscle car collector Brent Hajek saw the car and 
bought it. Two years later the blue car was run down the 
short course at 85-plus mph, with Danny at the wheel, as part of 
the opening ceremonies for Speed Week as well as to commemo- 
rate the 40th anniversary of Thompson’s three-car record assault. 
The blue car was also featured in a 2010 tribute to “The King of 
Speed” at the Wally Parks/NHRA Motorsports Museum along with 
other Thompson cars. 

“There are so many weird things about that car,” says Hajek. “It 
has late ’68 Mustang gauges. The window glass is clearly marked 
‘prototype, not to spec.’ Its hood features a Boss 429 hoodscoop— 
no doubt a preproduction prototype complete with flat black 
false front panel—which barely covers the huge opening where 
a Fritz Voight-built, GMC-supercharged 427 wedge engine once 
had been. Furthermore, the blue car still has the original mount- 
ing brackets for the Hone overdrive and the cockpit levers, even 
though one of these units is not currently installed in the car. 
Heck, it even has the original door and trunk keys with the alumi- 
num punch-out key blanks with it.” 

When it comes to the rarest of the rare in vintage ’60s Blue 
Oval muscle, Hajek, one of the nation’s most noted FoMoCo mus- 
cle car collectors, is not easily impressed. So when he says, “This 
car is fast, and | mean wicked-fast,” we’re inclined to believe him. 

(Special thanks to Danny Thompson, Brent Hajek, Mike Mc- 
Guire, and David Petrali for their invaluable assistance in prepar- 
ing this article.) MER 


a ped with a Hone overdrive, the blue Mustang 
~ Was capable of speeds in excess of 190 mph. That would 
, explain the parachute. Before delivery to Thompson, the 
Mustangs were built at Holman & Moody, where they were- 
fitted with NASCAR-style suspensions, wheels, and brakes. 


@ The interior is race-car Spartan, as you’d expect, though we were 
surprised that it wasn’t fitted with some kind of racing seat. Would you 
want to drive 160 mph for 24 hours in that thing? 


@ The Mustang’s 
stock gauges (late 
’68 versions on 
this ’69 prototype) 
were augmented 
by a big Jones 
tach on the steer- 
ing column and 

a pod of Stewart 
Warner meters 

in the middle 

of the dash to 
register water 
temperature, oil 
temperature, 
fuel pressure, 
and more. 
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WILD PONIES 


Convertible 


By Scotty Lachenauer 


hat traits make a muscle car the most desirable of in production lingo as Shelby serial number 02446, it soon would 
its kind? Is it the fact that it’s anumbers-matching | become known to the world by the moniker Precious. Any 68 KR 


example? Or maybe it’s a rare bird, possibly the convertible is a rarity, as just 517 were built, but this is the only 
only one built? What if it was designed and cre- known example painted in Royal Maroon Metallic. 
ated by a motorsports legend? So, how does one find and acquire such a rare car? If you’re 
Any one of these three traits would definitely add to a muscle Steve White of Sarasota, Florida, you just go on eBay. One night 
car’s collectability. But what if a certain muscle car had allofthese while surveying the abundance of muscular cars on the world’s 
attributes? Then throw in the good possibility of past celebrity biggest auction site and collector car marketplace, Steve hap- 
ownership. You might just blow the top off the scale by which all pened upon a truly rare find. His eyes lit up when across the cyber 
classic muscle cars are judged. auction block came this scarce ride. 
Here we have an example of such a ride. To say it’s rare would Steve took immediate action, contacting the sell- 
be an understatement, as this 68 Shelby G.T. 500 KR has been er to let him know that he was seriously interested 


researched and documented as the only one of its kind. Known in possessing the rare Shelby. You see, 
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Steve was big-time into Ford’s pony car, having started a nice col- the late 60s muscle movement, such cars as a perfect (and unre- 
lection of rare and interesting Mustang products. In his stable are — stored) 69 COPO Camaro, a’70 LS6 Chevelle, and his hardtop KR. 
several attention-grabbing Shelby designs, including a beautiful = 

’68 GT. 500 KR fastback and an assortment of modern examples Not Thrilled 


straight from Shelby Motorsports. There are 11 in all, and the col- But Steve wasn't thrilled with his purchase. Upon inspection, 
lection is still growing. he found the car in a state of disarray. The big-block showed low 

After some negotiation, the maroon ride was on its way toanew _ oil pressure and needed attention, so he had his own engine shop 
home at Steve's lair. Steve had started his own shop, S/S Motors- rebuild the motor to spec. After a tear-down and a professional 
ports, to turn his burgeoning hobby into a full-time business. He rebuild, this Shelby now purrs like it should, the 428 Cobra Jet mill 
proudly placed Precious alongside other interesting examples of as healthy as the day it left the Ford assembly line. 


VWrooli 


in Metallic Maroon 
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ROYAL VROOM IN METALLIC MAROON 
2 pers Ns 3 / 
“ KM \ " 


With alittle more than 500 made for 
the’68 model year, any Shelby G.T.500 
KR convertible is rare. But this one is 
rarer still, as itis reportedly the only 
one painted Royal Maroon Metallic. 


The rare maroon skin had also seen bet- 
ter days. So Steve’s painter took it down to 
metal and put a fresh coat of the metallic 
on the car. However, Steve was not happy 
with this repaint. A perfectionist, he had 
the car stripped again and painted toa 
standard that matched the car’s pedigree. 

What about the car’s back story, the 
rumored celebrity owner? Word has it that 
Carroll Shelby’s significant other at the 
time (or one of his ex-wives) was possibly 
the first owner of this ride. Though there 
is no documentation to prove this, several 
authorities in the Shelby world agree that 
this was his better half’s personal steed for 
the first two years of its life. Shelby is be- 
lieved to have received the Mustang ona 
Manufacturer’s Statement of Origin (MSO) 
from Ford, thus there was no formal title. 

After hearing this rumor, Steve con- 
tacted Shelby American and was told that 


ATAGLANCE 


1968 G.T.500 KR 


Owned by: Steve White, Sarasota, FL 
Restored by: Owner 
Engine: 428ci/335hp Cobra Jet V-8 
Transmission: C6 automatic 
Rearend: 300 gears 
Interior: Saddle viny! bucket seats 

Wheels: 15-inch Shelby aluminum 10-spoke 
Tires: P225/60R15 BFGoodrich Radial T/A 
Special parts: Royal Maroon Metallic paint, A/C, 
door speakers, AM/FM radio 


The G.T. 500 KR was a midyear replacement for the standard G.T. 500, its last two letters 
standing for King of the Road. It was outfitted with the new 428ci Cobra Jet engine, which was 
(under)rated at 335 hp. The CJ in Steve White’s Shelby is hooked to a C6 automatic transmission. 


the car did belong to a “Mrs. Shelby” back 
in 1968—despite the fact that ol’ Shel was 
between wives at the time. We can’t de- 
termine exactly who it was that drove the 
hot Shelby convertible, but reportedly she 
chose the Royal Maroon Metallic color be- 
cause it matched her favorite nail polish. 
So how did it happen that this rare KR 
made it to cyberspace? According to the 
Shelby American Registry, the car’s paper 
trail starts in June 1968 with its shipment 
from Detroit to an unknown dealer—a bit 
of haziness that could help confirm the 
notion that Shelby first received the car 
with just an MSO. The first “official” owner 


was reportedly a Shelby engineer who 
bought the car in Sacramento, California. 
Eventually it was purchased by Bill King of 
Payson, Arizona. The King family kept the 
car in good condition, tucked away safely 
away for decades in their garage. The 
Arizona climate kept the Mustang from 
becoming a Rustang. The family named 
the convertible Precious, befitting sucha 
beautiful example of American automobile 
artistry. 

A few years back the King family con- 
tacted a well-known website that deals 
only with ’68 Shelbys. The webmaster con- 
tacted Kevin Marti at the Marti Report and 


29 MESCLE CAR EEVEM JULY 2012 


Quality Tools at Ridiculously Low Prices 


How does Harbor Freight Tools sell high 
quality tools at such ridiculously low 
prices? We buy direct from the factories 
who also supply the major brands and 
sell direct to you. It's just that simple! 
See for yourself at one of our 390 
Stores Nationwide and use this 20% Off 
Coupon on one of our 7,000 products* 
plus pick up a Free 7 Function Digital 
Multimeter, a $9.99 value. We stock 
Shop Equipment, Hand Tools, Tarps, 
Compressors, Air & Power Tools, 
Woodworking Tools, Welders, Tool 
Boxes, Generators, and much more. 


Over 20 Million Satisfied Customers! 

1 Year Competitor's Low Price Guarantee 
No Hassle Return Policy! 

100% Satisfaction Guaranteed! 


p76" SELF-VACUUMING 
AIR PALM SANDER: 


LOT NO. 98895 


Tis valuable coupon is good anywhere you shop Harbor Frelght Tools (etal stores, onlin, or 800 number). Cannot 
be used with any other discount or coupon. Coupon not valid on prior purchases atter 30 days from original purchase 

date with receipt. Offer good while supplies last, Coupon cannot be bought, Sold, or transferred. Original coupon must 
F discount. Valid through 10/19/12. Unt oe 
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s This valuable coupon is good anywhere you shop Harbor Freight Tools (retail stores, online, or 800 number), Cannot 
¥ be used with any other discount or coupon. Coupon not valid on prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase 
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be presented in-store, or with your order form, 
or entered online in order to receive the coupon {00 Bi ML WH Hi l| | 
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discount, Valid through 10/8/12. Limit one 
coupon per customer and one coupon per day. 


REG. 
PRICE 
‘ $199.99 


This valuable coupon is good anywhere you shop Harbor Freight Tools (retail stores, online, or 800 number). Cannot 
be used with any other discount or coupon. Coupon not valid on prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase 
date with receipt, Offer good while supplies last. Coupon cannot be bought, sold, or transferred. Original coupon must 
§ be presented in-store, or with your order form, 
or entered online in order to receive the coupon 
¥ discount. Valid through 10/19/12. Limit one 
VERO ES 


# coupon per customer and one coupon per day. 
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ARBe? 
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, MULTIMETER 
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98025/69096 REG. PRICE $9.99 


(excluding price of free gift uk Cannot be used with any other discount or coupon. Coupon 
not valid on prior purchases. Offer good while supplies last siipelig & Handling charges may 
apply if free item not picked up in-store. Coupon cannot be bought, sold or transferred. Original 
coupon must be presented in-store, or with your order form, or entered online in order to receive 
the offer. Valid through 10/19/12. Limit one coupon per customer and one coupon per day. 
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LIFETIME WARRANTY 
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ty R GHT TOOLS - LIMIT 1 Use this coupon to save 20% on any one single item purchased when 
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1 Generators, Tool Cabinets, Tool Carts, Welders, Floor Jacks, Campbell Hausfeld products, open box items, 
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orders or online orders. Coupon not valid on prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase date with 
1 original receipt. Coupon cannot be bought, sold, or transferred, Original coupon must be presented in-store 
gi order to receive the offer. Valid through 10/19/12. Limit one coupon per customer and one coupon per day. 


ULLAL YAU 
i 
1 St237320 


ee 


CensrecH 
AUTOMATIC 
BATTERY FLOAT 


Item 42292 
— CHARGER 
aif LOT NO. 
» 42292/69594 
REG. 


PRICE 
$12.99 


W This valuable coupon is good anywhere you shop Harbor Feiht Too (ral lores, ole, ov 800 number). Cannot be used 8 
with any other discount or coupon. Coupon not valid on prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase date with receipt 
{Offer good wile supplies last. Coupon cannot be bought, Sold, or transferred. Original coupon must be presented in-store, or» 


with your order form, or entered online in order to receive 
the coupon discount. Valid through 10/19/12. Limit 
ne coupon per customer and one coupon per day. 


AOE A 
ITTSSURGHES 
TORQUE WRENCHES 
1/4" DRIVE 


LOT NO. 2696 


3/8" DRIVE: 


LOT NO. 807, 


REG. 
PRICE 
$34.99 


AV 
This valuable coupon is good anywhere you shop Harbor Freight Tools (retail stores, online, or 800 number), Cannot 
be used with any other discount or coupon, Coupon not valid on prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase 


F date with receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Coupon cannot be bought, sold, or transferred, Original coupon must 


be presented in-store, or with your order form, 
or entered online in order to receive the coupon 
discount. Valid through 10/19/12, Limit one 
coupon per customer and one coupon per day. 
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27790848 


MIG-FLUX 
WELDING CART 


LOT NO. 90305 


Welder and accessories 
sold separately. 


REG. 
PRICE 
$59.99 


5 This valuable coupon is on gon anywhere you shop Harbor Freight Tools (retail stores, online, or 800 number). Cannot 


be used with any other discount or coupon. Coupon not valid on prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase 


H date ith receipt. Ofer good whe supplies fst. Coupon cannct be bough, sold, or transferred. Onin eoupon must 
be presented in-store, or with your order 


form, 
* or entered online in order to receive the coupon 


J coupon per customer and one coupon per 


LOT NO. 93840 § 


UIT 


9.5 HP, 21 GALLON, 125 PSI 
VERTICAL AIR COMPRESSOR 


CENTRAL 67847/89084 
PNEUMATIC 


Item 67847 shown 


discount. Valid through 10/19/12. Limit bad 
day, 


REG. PRICE $219.99 


This valuable coupon. is ay ‘anywhere you shop Harbor Freight 
Tools (retail stores, online, or 800 number). Cannot be used with any 
other discount or coupon, Coupon not valid on prior purchases after 
30 days from original purchase date with receipt. Offer good while 
‘Supplies last. Coupon cannot be bought, sold, or transferred. Original 
coupon must be presented in-store, or with your order form, or 
entered online in order to receive the coupon discount. Valid through 
10/19/12. Limit one coupon per customer and one coupon per day. 


GO94 7022 


390 Stores Nationwide. | order Online at HarborFreight.com and We'll Ship Your Order FedEx. 


1/2" DRIVE: 


LOT NO. 239° 


15" x 13" ALL PURPOSE 
_SHOP TOWELS - PACK OF 50 


LOT NO. 46163/ 
68442/69649 


oe REG. 
Item 46163 PRICE 
shown $14.99 


This valuable coupon is good ave fn shop Harbor Freight Tools (retail stores, online, oF 800 number). Cannot be used 
with any other discount or coupon. Coupon not valid on prior purchases after 30 days from orignal purchase date with receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last, Coupon cannot be bought, sold, or transfered, Original coupon must be presented instore, ot 


with your order form, or entered online in order to receive 

the coupon discount. Valid through 10/19/12. Limit MMA PCT 
STERN 
APETY 


one coupon per customer and one coupon per day. 


LOT NO. 68496/37050/97581 | 
LARGE | 
tem 68498 LOT NO. 68497/37051/97582 


REG. 


a $9.99 


This valuable coupon is good anywhere you shop Harbor Freight Tools (retail stores, online, or 800 number). Cannot 
be used with any other discount or coupon. Coupon not valid on prior purchasas after 30 days from original purchase 
B date with receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Coupon cannot be bought, sold, or transferred. Original coupon must 


be presented in-store, or with your order form, 
ay 


or entered nine inorder to recane the coupon 
118906 


B discount. Valid through 10/19/12. Limit one 
coupon per customer and one coupon per day. 


LOT NO. 67338 
s 
F r 
Pan” \\ : 
» Sf 


be used with any other discount or coupon. Coupon not valid on prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase 
date ith reek. Ofer good wile supples lst. Coupon canna be bought, so, or vanserted, Orga coupon must 


@ presented in-store, or with your order form, ul il Hh 


5 entered online in order to receive the coupon 
ATAGSI23 


discount, Valid through 10/19/12, Limit one 
coupon per customer and one coupon per day, 


US*GENERAL( 
FIVE DRAWER 
TOOL CART 


' LOT NO. 95272/69397 
' Item 95272 shown 


PRICE 
$299.99 ~ » 


I Tis valusble coupon is good anywhere you Hts Harbor Freight Tools (retail stores, online, or 800 number). Cannot 
«be used with any other discount or coupon. Coupon not valid on prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase 
date with receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Coupon cannot be bought, sold, or transferred. Original coupon must 


be presented in-store, or with your order form, 
BOS TT 3 


or entered online in order to receive the coupon 
* discount. Valid through 10/1912. Limit one 
HB coupon per customer and one coupon per day. 


X-LARGE | 


LOT NO. 68498/37052/97583 + 


PRICE ; 


REG. PRICE $79.99 | 


g This valuable coupon is good anywhere you shop Harbor Freight Tools (retail stores, online, or 800 number). Cannot 


divulged the information on the fender tag 
so the Kings could get a good idea of what 
they actually owned. 


Floored 

Kevin was floored by what he decoded. 
The fender tag stated “Maroon MT” for the 
paint scheme. But there was more. This 
particular car also had some nifty add-ons 
listed on the build sheet. The saddle interi- 
or complemented the paint quite well. The 
factory air conditioning is just icing on the 
cake here, always a plus in a convertible. 
And not only was this car equipped with 
the rare AM/FM option, but also decoded 
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was the super-rare “LP” code for factory 
door speaker installation. The convertible 
turned out to be a treasure trove of inter- 
esting Ford options. Not just a pretty paint 
code, this car was built to impress. 

It also came with a white top and glass 
backlight, a desirable option on any con- 
vertible. The GT equipment group and 
visibility group packages are also on the 
ride, as are power steering, power front 
disc brakes, and a tilt wheel. Tinted glass, 

a tachometer, and a trip odometer round 
out some of the special equipment on this 
stacked Shelby. 

So from here, the family put Precious up 


Look closely and you can see that the fog- 
lights in the grille are made by Lucas. Early 
’68 Shelbys had Marchal foglights, but Shelby 
switched to the Lucas lamps after getting 
complaints of the Marchals not working. 


The KR’s maroon paint is nicely set off by 
the Saddle-colored vinyl interior. 


A mag-style wheel cover was standard 
equipment on’68 Shelby Mustangs, with this 
10-spoke aluminum wheel available as an 
option. 


for sale on eBay. That’s when Steve made 
his appearance, adding his name to the list 
of owners. 

It was just pure luck that Steve spotted it 
on the Web that night. It could have easily 
passed him by. Luckily for him, the cyber 
Gods were with him, and his desire to own 
some of the most beautiful and rare mus- 
cle cars on the planet paid off in spades. 
Royal Maroon spades, that is. 


hing needed to add power disc brakes to your “B" or “E” 


oe Spindles, brackets, dust shields, loaded calipers, rotors 


ummm 


‘a 1958-64 
S00 SERIES™ STEERING BOH Nee h 
Get the performance you deserve, >}, $ 
te lok you want. Our 50 Sares™ i N ft 
the only box on the market today manu- 
factured with a one piece housing, “no A + 
welding”, all new parts (unlike our com- .! - A ow my 
pee eye eee ee | 
wy nage ee ao . STOCK STEERING BOH 
; 1-379 1a Frampton he 1 ond 
Starting at -'495xit 
_Ford ig ares Kit 


seals, hoses, booster/master, rtitioning valve assembly and mounting Tr 
hardware. Re oes Shown -'599xn MASTER CYLINDER 4 = o& = 2 @ @- . 
Sang at. 249 nn OE ake Done an * ons i om tee 3° 
Starting at -'299 nt — oo oC 
gH This kit ls compatible with ‘63-69 Falcon/Comet ('60-62 as well 
Ss. Er Q. with "63-65 control arm ) ‘62-69 Fairlane, ‘65-73 
= ao Se Mustang, ‘67-73 Cougar, G , and 
—, @ Torino. This kit Installs onto existing V8 drum brake 


COMPLETE FRONT END REBUILD KITS 
Philbelt mecbohoy eon sang | ee eins 

re bushings, 
fem Ha zur wo ot in 
schlovs nebar nek aera nt modest price. 


OEM Rubber Kit - Starting at -*149)xit 
c 


When ruling or sain ten, son 

e neces- 
mrp bw cys a 

(or “ragjoint") to regain the “factory new” feel. These 
poncho of forged steel and broached to precise 


factory specifications 
Starting at -'49 ea 


GMA, Fa XK 1964-74 


The latest kit to be added to CPP's parts list. Includes 

stock height spindles, 11” rotors, loaded GM large 

perro caliper brackets, dust shields, bearings, 
hoses, dust caps, spindle nut kit and hardware. 


Starting at -*399 pit 


Toll Free: BL 522-8306 OUT SS 


~ } Spindles. Th spindles are wot lacisded. 
Ms ae cars will need to acquire and install 8 cylinder type spindles. 
(“*s ~ Starting at -*7 99 nit 
Sei © ) 1G ant EON 


arms are 4 ~ —~ _ ‘ 
power sipriag or manual steering. We have quality pias 2 ; ASS 
sean popular applications. 70 € = - 
-_ Starting at V/ea y 3 a ma. ; 


SUC PGMS SH esp cra. as 
new 
bt om eg at ie These factory-correct and lower front control arms are 
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NN —Eeee Starting at -'199/ea 


eset Ma rrr ey 


sur GAR KITS \, ae 
i et in prince ie — 
steering problem. Includes sway bar, \ 


gays *149/ea Rear Kit-*139/ea 


Se Black Magic 
~ fMITROGEN GAS SHOCKS 
Designed to enhance performance and provide quick 


Starting at -'*29/ea 


response to road conditions, 


NEW 2012 CATALOG! 
Our brand new catalog (over 
300 pages) full of all the 
latest parts and accessories 
from Classic Medbng-g 


or Aaa a 


All CPP parts have a Iifetime guarantee. Prices subject to change without notice. Please note that kits and prices may vary between certain applications. 


Oldsmobile 


By Tom Shaw 


istorically, the corporation was 
built around Buick. Quite a 
few divisions came and went 
before The General settled on 
its core six: Chevrolet, Buick, Oldsmobile, 
Pontiac, Cadillac, and GMC. This configu- 
ration would see what was probably the 
most important corporation in the world 
through its best years. 

Each division had its own identity, its 
own turf, which the public understood. 
Chevrolet was the popular brand—high 
volume, high value. Cadillac was full-tilt 
luxury. Buick was step-up content. Olds 
was step-up content with advanced engi- 
neering, Pontiac was performance. 


32 MMSCLE CAR REVEM JULY 2012 


19 © MICHIGAN © 


14M 
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It was some nine years ago that the vast 
Lansing plant powered down for the last 
time, ending 107 years of building Oldsmo- 
biles, a truly great marque. While some 
later Oldsmobile cars lacked inspiration, 
the automaker had many years when it hit 
the sweet spot. 


Look no further than James Kryta’s stun- 


ning *72 4-4-2 W-30. This was not an unin- 
spired design in search of a purpose. It was 
a superb combination of performance styl- 
ing riding the last wave of big-block-era 
power. For those searching for the peak 

of muscle car magic, it was already past 
for many names, but at your Olds dealer 

it was still possible to buy a magnificently 


shaped intermediate with all the great 
muscle car goodies: loud color, functional 
ram-air hood, factory mag wheels with 
raised-white-letter tires, rugged four-speed 
manual transmission with genuine Hurst 
shifter, buckets and console, stripes and 
spoilers, dual exhaust, and of course that 
foremost feature, a thumpin’ big-block V-8 
with more cubes than Rubik. It’s a recipe 
for greatness that still stands, still works. 

James found this loaded 4-4-2 W-30 
for sale in Florida. A friend knew of it and 
mentioned it to him. James immediately 
went for it. 

“The thing that drew me to the car was 
the color,” he tells us. “Radiant Green paint 


s 


ty 


was new and a one-year-only color.” 

It had no collision damage or heavy rust, 
but it was still pretty rough. The paint was 
faded, and it was pretty weary overall. But 
it had all its original components, from the 
correct Q-Jet carb to the aluminum axle 
cover. 

So in June 2009, James rolled up his 
sleeves and stripped the rare Olds down to 
every last bolt and washer. This wasn't just 
another restoration; James had a mission 
in mind. 

“| wanted to bring Oldsmobile into the 
spotlight,” he says. “I’d go to shows and 
Chevys or Fords would always win, and | 
decided to build an Oldsmobile that they 


abet 


gi 
212 


couldn’t find anything wrong with.” 

As a long-time Olds enthusiast and re- 
storer, James had his share of experience 
building first-class 4-4-2s. For this one he 
would pull out all the stops. Each small part 
was meticulously cleaned, prepped, and 
then test-fit. Any adjustments were made 
before it was repainted or plated. 

That sounds like slow and expensive 
work. It was. “Only the finest reproduction 
and N.O.S. parts were used,” James says. 
There are still good N.O.S. Olds parts out 
there, but they’re not cheap, and James 
says that for this project he used “a ton.” 

Work schedule was brutal. After working 
a full day at his business (Inline Tube), he 


oe 


\ “The thing that drew me. 
_.\. to the car was the color” 


<— 


tackled restoration chores in the evening. 
The idea was to do the very best at every 
stage of the job. Nile Wing of Wings Auto 
Art in lonia, Michigan, was chosen as the 
paint and body expert. 

“The trim was all carefully fitted to the 
body, and the body work done to the car 
so the trim fit like a glove,” James explains. 
“All body gaps were improved, and the 
hood, fenders, doors, and decklid were 
massaged to improve fitment from the 
poor factory standards.” 

Sounds extreme, but they didn’t stop 
there. James says, “Bumpers were ham- 
mered and dollied to remove all waves and 
ripples, then coppered and sanded toa 
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The Radiant Green on James Kryta’s 4-4-2 was a one-year-only color and one of the features that drew him to restore this Olds. Amazingly, 
bringing the car to show-quality perfection took less thati’a year. 


~~ 


LANSING LEGACY 


~~ 


ATAGLANCE 


1972 4-4-2 W-30 


Owned by: James Kryta, Shelby Township, Ml 
Restored by: Owner, John Kryta, Adam Nile, 
Gary Rubich, Dan Jensen 

Engine: 455ci/300hp (net) V-8 

Transmission: |\\20 wide-ratio 4-speed manual 
Rearend: 3.73 gears with Anti-Spin differential 
and W-27 aluminum cover 

Interior: White viny| extra-foam bucket seat 
Wheels: 147 Super Stock || 

Tires: G70-14 Goodyear Polyglas 

Period performance: 145 sec @ 92 mph (Motor 
Trend, Oct. 71); 14.37 sec @ 98 mph (High Perfor- 
mance Cars, Nov. 72) 
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@ The interior of James’ W-30 is showroom fresh and inviting, from the immaculate white 
upholstery to the tastefully understated choice of options—like the underdash tape deck. 


mirror finish before chrome.” Now that’s 
going the extra mile! 

Every part, big or small, visible on not, 
was Carefully examined. 

“There is not one rust-pitted part on the 
car,” says James. “All the original fasteners 
were replated. Every part was scrutinized. 
There were more than 2,500 hours spent 
on this car, including plenty of time spent 
on parts you'll never see, like the back side 
of the bumpers and the underside of the 
seats.” 

Gary Rubrich, an experienced Olds 
racer, rebuilt the big W-30 455, and Pure 
Stock Drags cofounder and ace engine 


tuner Dan Jensen dyno-tuned it for maxi- 
mum output and drivability. The factory 
rating for the 72 model was 300 hp at 
4,700 rpm, thanks to the net power ratings 
implemented that year. 

All markings and color codes docu- 
mented during disassembly were replaced. 
By February 2010 it was ready. First stop 
was Detroit’s Autorama, where the fresh 
Olds won its class and qualified for the 
2010 International Show Car Association 
in Houston. The spectacular Olds has been 
a powerful force on the show car circuit 
since. 

“The car has won Best Restored awards 


The Flat Tappet/Roller Cam Oil 


HIGH PERFORMANCE Ol. 


* Contains high levels of ZINC and PHOSPHORUS . 


* Contains a unique cut from Penn Grade Crude that clings tenaciously to highly stressed 
engine parts. 


* Critical protection for flat tappet and roller cams. 


* Endorsed by a majority of Cam Manufacturers and Engine Builders. 
* Made in the USA at the former Kendall Refinery. 


er i, Low Prices 
Boi. Use Website 
V Huge Selection 
V Fast Shipping = + 
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KEEPING 
YOUR RIDE 


ON THE 


ROAD 


WITH BIAS PLY 


FE Mount & Balance with 
naiihoe of Tires & Wheels Atal 


6-51 3-534 


www.cokertire.com/musclecar 
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@ By 1972 the muscle car era was waning, @ The decklid spoiler, while dramatic, was not a 

but you could still get a brutish 455ci big- part of the W-30 package. 

block at the Olds dealership. In W-30 trim 

the big motor was rated at 300 net horse- ®@ By the ’72 model year the 4-4-2 was no longer 

power and 410 Ib-ft of torque. a standalone model but was an option available 
on any V-8-powered Cutlass. The W-30 trim level 

®@ Ram-air, a longtime hallmark of the W-30 _ still represented the top of the performance heap, 

option, was still present in the ’72 model, though it shared that spot with the Hurst/Olds. 

thanks to the W-25 fiberglass hood. 


“This was a superb combination of 
performance styling riding the last 
wave of big-block-era power” 


888.587.7234 
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"72 W-30 

SPOTTER’S GUIDE 

Bob Gerometta, our go-to Oldsmo- 
bile expert and guiding light behind 
the hugely informative website Wild 
About Cars (wildaboutcarsonline. 
com), shared these facts about how 
to determine if a’72 Olds is a real-deal 
W-30. 

The X in the VIN (for engine) de- 
notes a W-30 car. 

The engine has an aluminum intake 
manifold that says “OLDS W-455” and 
casting number 407570. 

1972 was the only year since 1966 
in which the W-30 did not come with 
red inner fender liners; they are black. 
However, the first 10 ’72 W-30s pro- 
duced (in late 1971) supposedly came 
with red fender liners. At one time this 
was verified by Helen Early, the Olds 
History Center curator, who has since 
passed away. 

Quadrajet carb number 7042251 
was used on automatics and all other 
455s. The four-speed cars got Quadra- 
jet carb number 7042953. 

All four-speed cars used the M20 
transmission. 

W-30s used Ga heads (the subscript 
Aisas cast) with 2.072-inch intake and 
1.625-inch exhaust valves. 

Since W-30 was an option on top of 
a 4-4-2 option for the ’72 model (much 
like the 66-67 models), a car could 
come equipped with few perfor- 
mance options other than the W-30 
drivetrain. 

Since the 4-4-2 was an option and 
not a standalone ’72 model, there are 
no 4-4-2 identifiers in the interior. It 
has a Cutlass or Cutlass Supreme (for 
convertibles) badge on the glovebox 
door, the first time since the ’64 model 
that the car had no 4-4-2 designation 
in the interior. 
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at 10 International Show Car series events,” PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE 
James recounts, “including two national 
ISCA Restored championships.” 
It also scored 997 of 1,000 points at 
the Oldsmobile Nationals, and won Best 
Oldsmobile at the Chicago Muscle Car and 
Corvette Nationals with an almost perfect yy . —— 
score of 999 of 1,000. Like” the MCR {¢ ) 
But the original mission was to influence Facebook page f 
people about Olds and the wonderfulness 
therein. Mission accomplished. James says, 
“We have met a lot of really nice people 
along the way and have encouraged them 
to work on the Olds in their garages.” 
Between the impact at shows and 
among other muscle car enthusiasts, The 
Lansing Legacy appears very strong. 


and enjoy: 
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Appraisals: 


~ Why You Need One” 


By Drew Hardin 
Photos: Tim Bernsau 


ae 


o you know what your 
muscle car is worth? 
What it’s really worth? 
Not what one “just like 
it” sold for at Barrett- 
Jackson this year or 

three years ago, but the actual value 

of your car, as it sits, right now, in this 

economy? 

You probably have an idea of what it’s 
worth, but maybe you figure you’re not go- 
ing to sell your car any time soon, so you 
don’t really need to know its market value. 
That may be true until some knucklehead 
blows a red light and smashes into your 
pride-and-joy. At that point you absolutely 


need to know its value, or you may have 
trouble convincing your insurance agency 
that your beloved ’60s or ’70s ride is more 
than just a used car. 

Guidebooks offer a rough estimation 
of acar’s worth. Auctions? Well, it can be 
difficult to establish a car’s value objec- 
tively if you’re taking data from an arena 
pumped up with television cameras, 
stoked egos, and free-flowing libations. 
Really, what you need to set a true market 
value for your car—a solid, reliable figure 
you can take to your insurance agency, 
tax preparer, or estate lawyer (or even 
divorce lawyer) when the time comes—is 
an appraisal. 


The Process 

We got a firsthand look at the appraisal 
procedure when Jeff Hyman of Classic 
Auto Appraiser visited our publishing 
offices to establish a value for Publisher 
Ed Zinke’s 64 Chevelle convertible. Jeff’s 
expertise encompasses muscle cars, hot 
rods, custom cars, and street rods. He says 
appraising a restored muscle car is pretty 
straightforward, as there’s usually no cus- 
tom work to try and puta price on. 

Jeff did a detailed inspection of the 
Chevelle, checking for and writing down 
the car’s serial numbers (VIN, body and/or 
fender tags, casting numbers, and so on) to 
verify its authenticity. He made an inven- 
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tory of the major components—stock and 
aftermarket—on the car. He also assessed 
the car’s condition, looking at panel fit 

and checking for signs of replaced panels, 
body filler, or other clues to work that had 
been done. During his walk-around Jeff 
took a bunch of digital photos (he says typ- 
ically between 60 and 100) to thoroughly 
record the car’s condition. 

Then Ed and Jeff sat down and went 
over the car’s history, looking at the 
registration slips, repair invoices, and 
other documentation Ed had on his car. 
Authenticity can affect a car’s value, as 
can provenance. Was your car owned by a 
celebrity? Is it all original? If it’s a resto, did 
a “name” restorer do the work, or was it a 
local unknown? Those kinds of things will 
affect a car’s value. 

Once his inspection is over, Jeff returns 
to his office to compile his appraisal. To 
arrive at the car’s worth, he checks his 
database of vehicle values, which includes 
figures from guidebooks, private party 
sales, and auction results. Sometimes he 
will consult with experts in a particular 
make-restorer Julius Steuer or numbers 
guru Galen Govier for Mopars, for exam- 
ple, or Kevin Marti for Fords. He can also 
consult with a network of other appraisers 
he works with on a regular basis. They 
have their own chat room, Jeff says. 

The result of his appraisal is a spiral- 
bound book that includes a detailed 
description of the car and a condition 
report in which Jeff rates, from “poor” to 
“excellent,” the condition of various com- 
ponents: paint, body, trim, wheels, and so 
on. Many of the photos Jeff took of the car 
during the inspection are also put in the 
book. In total, the book for Ed’s Chevelle 
ran 25 pages. 

“For a normal car like Ed’s, | can usually 
turn around a PDF version of the book in 
as little as four hours,” Jeff says. “By the 
end of that day a hardcopy has been print- 
ed and is being sent via UPS to the owner.” 
These days, says Jeff, banks, insurance 
companies, and other institutions prefer 
getting a PDF rather than hardcopy. 

What does the appraisal cost? For a 
car like Ed’s, between $300 and $350. 
The established value set down in the ap- 
praisal is generally valid for about a year. 
If your appraisal is older than that and 
you're taking out a new insurance policy, 
for example, most companies will want an 
updated appraisal. 


Choosing an Appraiser 

Bigger is not necessarily better when 
it comes to an appraiser, Jeff says. A big, 
national organization will often “send inex- 
perienced people out to your car to gather 


FAIR MARKET VALUE 


During his assessment of Ed Zinke’s Chev- 

elle, Jeff Hyman made note of such serial 
numbers as the VIN, body tags, and casting 
numbers. He also recorded all of the car’s af- 
termarket and OE equipment. 
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Jeff judged the condition of the car and 
took a lot of digital photos to record what 
he saw. 


Jeff and Ed went over the documentation Ed has on his car. Anything an owner has to help 
verify the car’s authenticity, history, and provenance can be helpful in establishing the value. 


If It Wasn’t 
The Best... 


We Couldn’t Afford To 
Recommend It For Use 
With Our Parts. 


New Level Of Performance 
rotection From A Company 
' Demands On 


MUSCLE CAR & 
STREET ROD ENGINE OIL 


10W-30 & 15W-50 formulas engi- 
neered specifically for the needs of 
muscle car & street rod vehicles 


Synthetic blend lubricant that 
includes Zinc, Phosphorous & 
Moly for maximum protection 


Unmatched start-up protection 
for both classic flat tappet & late 
model roller valve trains 


Superior protection against inter- 
nal engine corrosion, oxidation & 
rust; requires no extra additives 


WWW .COMPCAMS.COM 
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photos and information, and then they 
email their material back to the corporate 
office,” he says. “Someone maybe thou- 
sands of miles away, who has never seen 
your car, will compile the report.” That’s 
not the greatest way to insure an accurate 
assessment of the car. 

It could also present a problem should 
you have to go to court to prove your car’s 
value. Think of how a sharp opposing at- 
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NEW 


torney would treat an appraisal done by 
someone who never laid eyes on your Car. 
Credibility? Zero. 

It pays to do some research and find an 
appraiser who, like Jeff, both makes the 
inspection and generates the report. Also 
look for an appraiser with expertise in 
muscle cars. Jeff’s website clearly lists his 
years of experience not just in appraising 


but also building, restoring, and racing nu- 


BEAT 
RADIANT HEAT 


=| PROTECT ENGINE PARTS 


IGNITION WIRE _— 
SLEEVES - 


Inside e-glass/silica 


insulation 


good up to 1000°F \ 


ae 
\ 
\ 


\ 


Call 800-274-8437 for a FREE catalog & 
or a distributor near you! www,thermote c.com 


NATIONWIDE 
SUPPLIER OF 
QUALITY 
RESTORATION 
PARTS! 


We offer the best service and ovoilability possible for people who love restoring old Chevrolet muscle cars. We 
provide GM and reproduction parts for 1947 to 1981 Chevy cars and trucks, Our stability, size and commitment 
to service should make us your first stop in search for quality restoration parts. 


YEAR SPECIFIC CATALOGS 


55-57 Chevy * 58-64 Chevy » 65-75 Chevy 
67-69 Camaro + 70-81 Camaro 


Get all 11 of our 
catalogs on 1CD! 


Find us on _f 


47-59 Chevy Pickup * 60-72 Chevy Pickup 
62-67 Chevy Il, Nova + 68-79 Chevy Il, Nova 
64-67 Chevelle, El Camino * 68-77 Chevelle, El Camino, Monte Carlo 
CALL OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR OUR LATEST CATALOGS AND CD! 


5415 Kelley-Moore Drive - Dept. MCR * Winston-Salem, NC 27105 * 336-727-4828 * fax: 336-727-4856 
1-800-722-4828 « classic@modernautomotive.com 


www.oldmusclecars.com 
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The results of Jeff’s appraisal were put 
into a spiral-bound book like this example, 
which illustrates a street rod appraisal he 
did earlier. The book for Ed’s appraisal ran 25 
pages and included a list of equipment on the 
Chevelle, a condition report, and several of 
the photos Jeff shot during the appraisal. 


merous kinds of street rods, muscle cars, ers in touch with appraisers pretty much 
and other collectibles. anywhere. 

Jeff is based in Southern California; his Honestly, getting your car appraised 
company also has a branch in North Caro- doesn’t rate anywhere on the excitement 
lina. Appraisers in both branches travel, as scale near firing an engine for the first 


we found out when we interviewed him time or taking that maiden voyage ina 
via cell phone while he was in Tucson to freshly restored car. But it will go a long 
appraise a couple of cars. And because he way in protecting you, should something 
regularly consults with other appraisers happen to that fresh resto, or to your per- 
around the country, he can put car own- sonal circumstances. 
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America's 


CONVERTIBLE 
HEADQUARTERS 


i 


CASI AD sree 


uf 


Quality American made parts and accessories for your muscle car. 


| 


— | | 


oe Hydro-E-Lectric offers premium quality convertible tops. Made in 
USA with state of the art computerized cutting machines run by 
highly experienced craftspeople. 

Tops come fully sewn, ready to install with window and bow pads. 


Available in: 
eS. .|. ae 
Vinyl convertible top Vinyl convertible top 
with plastic window: with glass window: 
GM cars 1961-1970............... $294 | GM cars 1965-1975................ $389 
GM cars 1971-1976.............00 $320 | Ford cars 1965-1972.............. $409 
Ford cars 1961-1972..........000 $320 | Mopar cars 1967-1970........... $399 
Mopar cars 1960-1966........... $384 
Mopar cars 1967-1970........... $309 
Classic Auto Appraiser 
800/454-1313 . 
www .classicautoappraiser.com Since 1976 


ENGINE BUILD 


Part 1: Disassembly 


By Arvid Svendsen 


a he Wedge engine fam- 
ily was Chrysler’s bread 
and butter from the late 
‘60s through the early 
70s. Nicknamed for the 
shape of its combustion 
chambers, the Wedge engine demon- 
strated careful planning and engineering 
to provide the customer a solid balance 
of reliability, performance, and utility. The 
Mopar B (low deck) and RB (raised deck) 
motors have a strong following among 
high-performance street car owners, not 
just because of their output but also for 
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their affordability. | purchased a complete, 
carb-to-pan, rebuildable 66 383 four-barrel 
motor out of a big Chrysler for $250 from 
a guy in Detroit. Its eventual home will be 
my ’66 Dodge Coronet 500, which was af- 
fectionately dubbed the Cornfield Coronet 
in the Dec. 09 issue. 

Many muscle car owners are content to 
rebuild their original, numbers-matching 
motors right back to stock specs. Others 
are willing to make a few internal changes 
to improve the engine’s drivability, reli- 
ability, and fuel economy while maintain- 
ing its stock look. Still others will forego 


the stock rebuild altogether and shoot for 
a high-horsepower engine ready for the 
dragstrip. 

The 383 B motor featured in this 
buildup series falls between the latter two 
approaches. We used many OE engine 
components-—factory B block, stock con- 
necting rods, OE cast-iron ’67 915 small- 
exhaust-valve heads, OE cast-iron intake 
manifold, and numbers-correct Carter 
carburetor—while also taking advantage 
of the power and efficiency improvements 
that are available from the aftermarket. 
Our underlying assumption is that the best 


+>Let me out! | gotta get the new issue of Elapsed Times! 


* 


ea a 
RETRO DRAG RACING AT ITS 


5) NOSTALGIA 
FUNNY 
CAR? : 


Elapsed Times is a look back at the glory days 
of drag racing starting in the ‘60s with the 
Chrysler Maximum Performance effort and 
continuing through the muscle-car era of 1964- 
72 when door slammers ruled dragstrips across 
the country. Elapsed Times immortalizes the 
early days of the funny car with the original 
Ss ppsekond Ser Se carafe = photography from the legendary Car Craft 
Meet enicr cata = magazine photography archives. 


Motor Mounts 
and more... 


1967-'72 Camaro QI 
396, 400/402 
Motor Mounts shown 
PROTHANE offers motion control 


components for early to late model 
Chevys... from exclusive “Bullet Design” 
moter mounts and Total suspension kits 
for Camaro’s to kits for all model Chevys. 
Upgrade to PROTHANE polyurethane 
replacements which provide superior 
performance over inferior DEM rubber. 


Cc : OTION CONTROL 


www.prothane.com Toll Free 888-PROTHANE 


The first order of business is to take the engine out. The hood must come off, and then all 

wires, hoses, linkage, and exhaust must be removed. Though the engine and transmission 
are sometimes taken out as a unit, it is preferable to remove the transmission separately so as 
not to scar the engine compartment. That’s my son Dan and his buddy Adam doing the grunt 


work, 


HABLAMOS ESPANOL 
www.viamedic.com = 


800.539.1965 


ORDER ONLINE, BY PHONE OR MOBILE DEVICE! 


VIAMEDIC 


SAFE * SECURE * DISCREET With the engine out of the car, scrub and clean using common engine degreasers from your 


. 


local parts store. Jegs offers a nice engine brush set for $10 (PN 555-W1229) that allows for 
scrubbing both the large and smaller, hard-to-reach areas. 


Boobicoe Teele .-om 


Vhhe Professional Mestorars 28 il Choles 
CNC Preformed 
Brake & Fuel Lines 


if: 
7) 
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Though | used a few engine stands while building this engine, this unit from Jegs (PN 555- 

80042) is definitely worth considering. | bought it for $125 and found it to be strong and 
relatively easy to move around. Engine stands have various weight ratings, starting at 750 
pounds; this stand is rated at 2,000 pounds, making it well worth the few extra bucks over 
cheaper models. 


If the oil was not drained when the engine came out, drain it now. Also remove the oil filter 
and lay it in the drain pan. Make sure to put the drain plug back in the pan when the engine 


has drained. 
way to build a strong and reliable street good friend Jim Hale was a huge help 
motor is to incorporate race-bred technol- throughout. 
ogy and techniques. We also decided to Follow along as, over the next few is- 
keep the engine within the specs set down _ sues, this 383 receives a complete, first- bast quailty and tect paso. 
by the NHRA for Stock Eliminator so that class build and final dyno test. If you are Me catego Gs 
the Coronet would be legal to race should! looking for more detailed information, 
ever want to take it down the ’strip. check out How to Rebuild the Big-Block 
The engine was built at Jim Lewis Rac- Mopar from CarTech, which covers this 


ing Engines in Vian, Oklahoma, and my build in much greater detail. 


.\ 
Clessic, FEH 
or CORNFIELD CORONET ENGINE BUILD 


INDUSTRIES |; 
Dy. oe 
Do You . eve i. The ignition coil, A/C compres- 
: he ad sor and brackets, distributor and 


7 ell hold-down clamp, and idler pulley 
a 65 with attachment brackets must be 
B removed. Make sure to label all parts 
‘ o 


and fasteners as you proceed. If you 
lose these, you won't find them at the 
local boneyard. At this point we also 
removed the power steering pump, 
water pump, and exhaust manifolds. 
Prior to attempting to remove these 
external components, soak them 
with WD-40 or a similar penetrant. 


: x 73 4 A +4, ase 2 7 : 2 = 

6 Jegs offers this Comp Cams rocker arm organizer for $42 (PN 249-5329). The tray is labeled 
Dtront and rear and allows you to organize all the valvetrain components from the engine in 

their installed order. Each lifter, pushrod, and rocker must return to its original position because 

these valvetrain assemblies develop unique wear patterns, and the components should not be 

mixed up or used with other cylinders. Be sure to label the fasteners when you remove them, as 

they are different lengths. 


classicindustries.com 


From removing spotwelds, 
holes through frames, or large 
holes for gauge installations... 


r VP ] as 
Va ip 
wo barequlpment. com fe 


lif 
‘Blair Equipment Co. 


Swartz Creek, MI 


Classic Alloy Wheols ; Classic Alloy Wheols 
MUSTANGS - CAMAROGS BARRACUDAS * CORVETTES 
FAIRLANES + GHALLENGERS OCHEVELLES + OoT0S:+ NOVAS 


The cast-iron cylinder heads weigh about 
45 pounds, so you want to take care not to 
drop them when pulling them off the engine. 
Remove all the head bolts except for the two 
outside bolts that are opposite each other, 
which you should loosen but leave in place. 
Pry the head with a wooden handle to break 
the head gasket seal. When the head moves 
just slightly, stop prying, take out the remain- 
ing bolts, and remove the head. 
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TECH CORNFIELD CORONET ENGINE BUILD 


8 Don’t pry the crankshaft balancer/damper away 
from the motor; use a puller, which can be rented 
from parts houses or local auto parts stores. When 
taking off the timing cover, two bolts are common 

to the oil pan and the cover, so those oil-pan bolts 
must be removed to take off the cover. Removing 
the timing chain and gearset will likely require some 
persuasion from a soft-faced hammer. Remove the 
distributor drive gear before taking the camshaft 
out of the cam tunnel. A cam handle makes camshaft 
removal and installation much easier. 


AUTO INTERIORS LTD. 


www.legendaryautointeriors.com 


The two-bolt main caps are visu- 
ally inspected and look to be in 
good shape, but they will be Magna- 


FEATURING: fluxed to confirm that they are usable. 


Main journal number three is the 


1957-79 CHR VSLER A B C & E-BODY thrust bearing. In order to measure 


crankshaft endplay, the thrust bear- 
196 8 74 A MERIC. i IN MOTO, RS ing is loosened and then removed 
my to examine for wear and any dam- 
age—deep scratches, gouges, and 


1964-72 GM A-BODY & 1967-81 GM F-BODY discoloration. The thrust journal is 


then reinstalled in order to check for 


Chevelle, GTO, Cutlass a Skylark Camaro & Firebird crankshaft endplay. 


1¢ A dial indicator is positioned 
on the front snout of the 
crank to measure crank endplay, 
which should be 0.007 to 0.010 inch. 
LJ Any more than that would indicate 
l i 1 l extreme wear and abuse. A magnetic 
= base or clamped base is mounted to 
U ¢ & A . Faw: 800-73 y) 8874 the block so the dial indicator can be 
positioned properly. Use a large pry- 
bar to push the crank forward and 
back. Record the measurement in an 
engine buildup notebook. 


me 4 


; : B..) 1 wpline up the connecting 
a G = 3 ones. Yet. i Ao 4 mul rod with the cylinder 
a ae aad ae 2 ——e — 7 and place a wooden dowel 
11; you are able to turn the crank, you will \ , . ie “ or the wooden handle of a 
be able to access the connecting rod a Ns. hammer under the dome of 
bolts with ease. Loosen the bolts on the con- . ‘ ¥ o° the piston. Use a plastic 
necting rod and apply a few firmswats witha — ~ pee: 4 i mallet to tap the piston- 
soft-faced hammer to separate the connect- Kore y ’ ; and-rod assembly out of 
ing rod halves. Use the soft-faced hammer to the bore. Be sure to catch 
drive the nuts downward and separate the ¥s the piston and rod as they 
connecting rod cap from the crank journal. emerge from the bore. 


HESTRAINING 
OFFAYOURIGNITION 


Flame-Thrower® Plug ‘n Play Billet Distributors ‘ 


with /F77flzeIy technology. 


Built-in adjustable rev limiter 
Multiple sparks to redline 

- Adaptive dwell maintains peak energy 
Synchronized peak current and spark timing 
6061-T6 billet aluminum housing 
Upper bearing & long bronze lower bushing 
Adjustable precision stamped and balanced 
mechanical advance 
High dielectric strength cap and rotor with 
brass contacts 


Also available with 


Flame-I hrowers 


Our very hot Flame-Thrower series coils are specifically 
engineered for our Ignitor II and Ignitor III ignitions. 
Choose from traditional canister style 45,000 volt coils or 


60,000 volt e-core coils. 


See 


The only ignition system to provide a powerful second spark 
through the entire RPM range! Your distributor and coil 

provide the first spark, the Second Strike follows with 
another powerful CD spark, giving you two sparks all the 
way to redline! (Not compatible with Ignitor III ignitions) 


www.pertronix.com (909) 599-5955 


Not legal for use on any emission controlled vehicle. 


Firmly grasp both ends of the 
crankshaft and lift it straight 
up and out of the journals. If this 
is too heavy (the crank will weigh 


& You don’t want to drop it and injure 
yourself or damage the crank. Some 
of the bearing halves may be stuck 
to the crankshaft; be sure to remove 
them and properly mark them for the 
assembly process. 


For a list of 
Online Retailers visit 
www.ChampionsUseChampion.com 


MADE IN 


BLUE. 
{pean 


i about 70 pounds) get a friend to help. 


A ball hone is attached to a drill and 

run through the cylinders with plenty 
of WD-40 to help with cleanup. Though this 
step is not necessary, it will help if you want 
to get a better look at the cylinder walls to 
check for any obvious cracks or damage. 


The flock is all cleaned up and ready 

to receive some serious machine work 
from Jim Lewis. Next month the major parts 
go to the machine shop, and the short-block 
is assembled. 


eee" 


CarTech 
800/551-4754 
www.cartechbooks.com 


Gene’s Auto Repair 
763/441-7285 


Hale Performance 
479/474-3216 


Jegs 
www.jegs.com 


Jim Lewis Race Engines 
www.jimlewisraceengines-cylinderheads.com 


Always Choose Genuine Classic Tube Parts 


Brake Lines «Fuel Lines 
Transmission Lines 


FOR YOUR MUSCLE CAR 
60’s/70’s/80’s/90’s 
* Classic Tube® PreBent Replacement Hard Lines 
- any application! Over 20,000 patterns! 
« Exact match to OE Bends - Stainless Or OE Steel 
* Classic Tube® Rubber Brake Hoses 
. StopFlex®Stainless DOT Braided Hoses 
* Disc Brake 


Conversion Kits 

vue: GJASSIC 

or On-line! \ = : 
UBE 


SUP Pt ou 
1-800-882-3711 classictube.com 


stay informed. join today. www.semasan.com 
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ow’s this for a fantasy scenario: You’re transported 
back to late 1968 and handed the keys to a half- 
dozen brand-new, ’69 model muscle cars. Only 
they’re called supercars then. Your job: Drive the 
wheels off of them for about a week, dragstrip testing included, 
to see which one is best. 

These days we would be pee-our-pants excited at such an 
opportunity, but back then it was just another day at the office 
for the editors of Motor Trend. In 1968 they were tasked with 
testing and reviewing what today are icons of our hobby, but to 
them were just more new cars. We thought it would be interest- — 
ing to look back for a period-correct (if not always politically / 
correct) perspective on how these cars performed and 
stacked up against one another. 
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t may have been equipped with Plym- 

outh’s “in-between” performance 
engine—the 375hp, single-four-barrel 440— 
but Plymouth’s B-Body “was the flat-out, 
best qualifier of all,” wrote Motor Trend, 
with a 13.7-second quarter-mile e.t. at 102.8 
mph and a O-60 sprint of 5.8 seconds. The 
410s and Sure-Grip in the axle probably 
had something to do with that, as did the 
sturdy TorqueFlite transmission, which 
the writers called “a pleasure.” They were 
less thrilled with the placement of the shift 
lever, which was so close to the dash that 
it’s “almost impossible to open the ashtray” 
when it’s in Park. That’s a complaint you 
don’t see too often anymore. 

The MT staff liked the GTX in a straight 
line but said it just “handles tolerably,” 
calling the GTO and GS 400 “far superior” 
in corners. “Inclusion of the Sure-Grip dif- 
ferential and handling package suspension 


created a tendency for the GTX to hop 
around corners, rather than taking tight 
turns flat and level, a problem that wasn’t 
as apparent on the Charger or the Chevelle 
and Cobra.” 

When comparing the GTX with its Mopar 
stablemate, the staff felt the Plymouth’s 
“styling seems to be a little more honest 
than the Charger, which, when the two are 
together, seems too dressed up and alittle 


RR a 


ostentatious. Watching a ’69 GTX in the 
rear-view mirror as it followed us through 
traffic, it looks like a mean, hungry animal, 
and we could imagine how it would feel to 
be slip-streamed by Richard Petty at Day- 
tona or Charlotte.” 

While they loved the GTX’s 4.10s on the 
strip, the MT staff pointed out that the rear 
gear “cuts into gas mileage. Our mileage 
range was 8.7 to 10.4 mpg.” 


“Needs tamer engine for family use” 


JULY 2012 MBBSELE CAR REVIEW 55 


MUSCLE TREND 


Price as Tested: 
4,819.95 


ike the GTX, the Charger in MT’s test 

Was equipped with a 375hp 440 and 
TorqueFlite three-speed automatic. Unlike 
the Plymouth, the Dodge “only had a 3.55:1 
rear axle,” wrote MT. “Consequently, per- 
formance figures were slightly cooler for 
the Charger. A quarter-mile in 13.9 seconds 
at 101.4 mph, which the Charger ran, still 
shows no lack of vitamins, though. Gas 
mileage was improved with the higher axle 
ratio, giving a range of 10.4 to 11.8 mpg.” 

Yet “performance is a relative thing,” 
added the writers, “and the R/T felt more 
comfortable than the GTX. Charger per- 
formance was more versatile, whereas the 
GTX always seemed to require going flat 
out or nothing.” They deemed the Charger 
more responsive and nimble through cor- 
ners too, as the Dodge “seemed to negoti- 
ate turns easier than the GTX, even though 
they’re based on the same chassis.” Still, 
the Charger “rates well below the handling 
characteristics of the GTO and GS 400.” 
On the plus side, the Charger had “the 

easiest to read instrument panel of all 


price as Tested: 
3,945.43 


sp" the poor snake. He’s getting 
shuffled more lately than a Las 
Vegas black jack deck.” That’s how the MT 
writers greeted Ford’s latest hot Torino, 
now wearing the serpent that once be- 
longed to Shelby. 

That’s tough billing to live up to, and 
the judges called the Cobra’s perfor- 
mance “great, but not as fantastic as we 
had expected or hoped for.” It was a half- 
second slower through the quarter-mile 
than the Charger, at 14.5 seconds, though 
the writers cut the Cobra Jet engine 
some slack as it was “right from the fac- 
tory. With a complete tune job, we’re sure 
all acceleration e.t.’s could be cut down 
to size.” In fact, the CJ/four-speed/3.50- 
geared Torino did impress, and “during 
fast acceleration when the Ram Air cuts 
in, the car really puts you back in the 
seat.” In terms of fuel economy, not so 
much, returning mileage from 7.7 to 9.1 
mpg. 

The Cobra’s handling was also a dis- 
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the cars tested,” and its column-mounted 
shifter provoked no complaints about ash- 
tray access. 

We found it interesting that MT felt the 
Charger’s styling was ostentatious com- 
pared to the GTX, but the same writers 
opened their comments about the Charger 
saying how glad they were that “it hadn’t 
changed much from the ’68 and the brute 
Charger styling, that symbol of masculine 
virility, was still intact.” 


appointment. “Unlike the ’68 Torino GT, 
the Cobra seems to plow a little in the 
turns with a tendency to break loose in 
the rear end without advance notice. 
Cobra handling is more springy than ei- 
ther the Chrysler or GM cars and doesn’t 
feel as flat and road hugging.” 

The Ford did gain points back, though, 
as it was “definitely the leader when it 
comes to body tightness, quality construc- 
tion and low noise level. None of the other 
cars could match it.” 


WHERE IT ALLBEGAN 
WHERE IT'S ALLGOING 


HOTROD 


UL MOK NOW 


ALL NEW 
SEPTEMBER 2012 ISSUE 


ON SALE 


Price as Tested: 
4,122.38 


oing in the GTO was a staff favorite, 
having won the magazine’s Car of the 
Year award the previous year. “Changes 
on the ‘Goat’ have been slight for ’69, but 
it still impresses with the condescending 
aura of being ‘THE’ supercar,” they wrote. 
“Every staff member who had an oppor- 
tunity to drive the 69 GTO was even more 
impressed than they were in’68. GTO is still 
the most versatile in every area: perfor- 


mance, handling, appearance and comfort.” 


Yeah, maybe. Equipped with a 400- 
inch, 35Ohp engine, four-speed manual 
transmission (with Hurst shifter, of course), 
and 3.55 rearend gears the Pontiac was 
outgunned at the strip, its 14.9-second et. 
a full second slower through the quarter 
than the Mopars and nearly half a second 
slower than the Ford. To be fair, the GTO 
could be ordered with Ram Air engines 
and lower gears that would bring it more in 
line with the Chryslers, but that’s not what 


Price as Tested: 
4,536.44 


66 f all the supercars, the GS 400 will 
probably be the one most likely to 

appeal to the older, middle-age owner who 
wants power and performance without 
flaunting the fact too much,” wrote MT. 
“The basic GS 400, especially the convert- 
ible model we tested, is a comfort machine 
with lots of power potential.” 

Potential, yes, in the form of the Stage 
| and II performance packages available 
from Buick. But this GS, fitted with a 340hp 
400ci mill, automatic transmission, and 
tall, 2.93 rear gears and burdened witha 
drop-top’s extra weight, was the slowest of 
the lot, running the quarter in 15.9 seconds 
at 89 mph. 

It seemed to make up for a lack of veloc- 
ity with its road-hugging character. “For 
a car with coil springs all around, the GS 
400 handles beautifully,” M7 wrote. “With 
plenty of road room and judicious throttle 
use, the Buick will drift precisely through 
most turns. Second only to the GTO in 
handling, the GS 400 is way ahead of the 
competition.” 
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PMD brought to this shootout. 

MT couldn’t stop gushing about the 
GTO’s road manners: “We could write 
reams about GTO’s handling and cornering 
ability. Briefly, it’s absolutely great. As great 
as some sports cars we've driven, both 
American and European. We drove and 
drove the GTO just for the sheer pleasure 


— sl Cate = aa 


of driving, an emotion that is receding too 
rapidly in these days of automatic every- 
thing. The GTO with 4-on-the-floor clearly 
is the handling star of the 69 supercars.” 
The only criticism leveled at the GTO 

was aimed at the Hurst shift lever, its loca- 
tion “just a little too far forward to flick off 
absolutely precise power shifts.” 


price as Tested: 
4,992.35 

bout that price: For some reason the 

editors ordered a Chevelle with a ton 
of options, including the SS equipment 
package; power windows, brakes, and 
steering; air conditioning; an FM radio; and 
a vinyl roof. That equipment brought the 
car with the cheapest base price ($2,673) 
up to the highest as-tested price in the 


competition. 

Those accessories also had an effect on and it has the mellowest rap we’ve heard maneuverable in traffic,” the writers said, 
the car’s performance, as its quarter-mile since our last flathead Ford with dual summing up the Chevy. “As a first car for 
results—15.4 seconds at 92 mph—beat only Smithies. The sound it puts out is pure someone who doesn't want to spend the 
the Buick. Still, the editors deemed the pleasure.” extra money for top performance or the 
car’s acceleration “surprisingly brisk” and Though its dimensions are similar to its more exotic machinery, a Chevelle SS396 
pointed out that it ran with the smallest A-Body brothers, the Chevelle “somehow without all the luxury options makes a 
engine in the test. seems smaller and shorter and is very good choice.” 


“While performance was impressive, our 
fervor was really aroused by the one 1969 
Chevrolet addition that is guaranteed to 
turn you on, or you aren't a red-blooded, 
hairy-chested, American male,” they wrote. 
Can you guess what they’re referring to? 
“It’s the new chambered exhaust system, 


AND THE WINNER IS... 
No surprise here. The Car of the Year is still the car to beat. “The GTO has just the right combination of all the essentials that go to 
make up a good supercar: performance, handling, stopping ability, comfort, ride, convenience, and styling.” 
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Camaro Interiors ¥ a 
Legendary Auto Interiors now has interior trim products for 
first- and second-generation (67-81) Camaros. The upholstery 
is made from heavyweight vinyl reproduced in the original 
factory grain patterns and colors, while the door panels are 4 
likewise correct down to the smallest detail, says Legend- 
ary. Soft trim items are also available for first- and second- 
gen Firebirds. Information: Legendary Auto Interiors, 
800/363-8804, www.legendaryautointeriors.com. 


Wash Anywhere 
Has this ever happened to you? You 
drive your car to a show, and after 
parking you realize the car has accu- 
mulated more road grime than you 
feel comfortable wiping off with a 
detailer. But there’s no hose or water 
around. Meguiar’s new Wash & Wax 
Anywhere was formulated for that 
exact circumstance. It will safely lift 
dirt and grime off a car and leave be- 
hind a layer of wax. You apply it with 
a microfiber towel and then wipe 

it off with a second, clean towel. 
Depending on how dirty the car is, a 
bottle can clean an average-size car 
as many as five times. Information: 
Meguiar’s, 800/347-5700, www. 
meguiars.com. 


U.S.A. 
Windshield Gaskets 


Steele Rubber Products has reproduced 
windshield gaskets for 68-70 Mopar B-Body 
hardtops and sedans. The reproduction was 
made using the originals as a guide so that 
the gaskets would look factory correct, but 
they are made from contemporary heat- and 
ozone-resistant rubber compounds. Informa- 
tion: Steele Rubber Products, 704/483-9343, 
www-steelerubber.com. 


SYNTHETIC 
WATER-RESISTAM 
GREASE 


at 


iy 2 AL 


- 
4 


New Formula 

Amsoil has reformulated its Synthetic Multi- 
Purpose Grease and Synthetic Water-Resis- 
tant Grease to offer better corrosion, oxida- 
tion, and water resistance, and to make them 
more stable at high temperatures. The mul- 
tipurpose variety contains extreme-pressure 
additives to withstand heavy loads. While 

the new formula improves high-temperature 
stability, the grease also retains its torque 
value and pumping capability at low tempera- 
tures, says the company. Information: Amsoil, 
800/777-8491, www.amsoil.com. 
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Multilayered Steel 


Mr. Gasket has redesigned its multilayered steel (MLS) head gaskets to add new fea- 
tures. Each layer of the gasket is cut from stainless steel using laser cutting and em- 
bossment formation processes, and the layers are then coated in polymer to prevent 
damage due to oxidation and to prevent breaks in the coating. Even after the engine 
goes through many heat cycles, the gaskets hold their shape and won't “creep down,” 
so torque retention—and the gasket’s performance—are maintained. Information: Mr. 
Gasket, www.imrgasket.com. 


DAY 


Sign of the (Olden) Times 
Signage is an important part of getting the look 
of your office, den, or man cave just right. That’s 
why the folks at California Car Cover have pro- Aa 
duced a number of automotive-themed designs 4 


B3-B 4 


SPEED TRIALS - 
LS- FEB.14 


sit 
and applied them to distressed wood panels, 9) 
giving them the look of vintage wooden signs. i 
The designs include classic cars, historic racing [@ 
and dragstrip events, and old-time gas station 
ads. The signs are available in two sizes—14x24 
or 20x32 inches—and are ready to hang on 
delivery. Information: California Car Cover, 
800/423-5525, www.calcarcover.com. 


Just the Facts 


Marti Auto Works had added new Cougar (shown) and Mustang Tagbooks to its inventory of production 


fact books. Kevin Marti and his team spent years researching the meaning of all the numbers found on 


65-73 Mercury and Ford pony cars. These books decode the car’s various stampings, tags, and number 
plates and are invaluable resources for anyone trying to restore one of these cars to factory stock. Infor- 


Lx jem . mation: Marti Auto Works, www.martiauto.com. 


When you hear “Cherry Bomb” you think of old-school glasspacks, but 

the company is far more diverse than that. It now offers full exhaust kits 
for most classic muscle cars. The 22-inch mandrel-bent pipes connect at the 
headers and include an H-pipe and Cherry Bomb Vortex mufflers. The mufflers 


feature a flow divider to get rid of cruising drone while still providing free flow for the 
exhaust gases. Buyers can also choose from a number of different stainless-steel exhaust 


tip designs. Information: Cherry Bomb, 866/869-9704, www.cherrybomb.com. 
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an we just be frank 
here and say it? 
American muscle 
cars simply kick 
A-double-you-know-what (think 
Biblical donkey). Even after 40 
or 50 years, there’s just nothing 
that looks better, is more fun 
to own, or is more universally 
admired. Big-block, small-block, 
it doesn’t matter. There’s just 
something about that genera- 
tion of car that speaks to people, 
and not just to the age group 
that grew up with them, but 
across generational lines and 
even in different cultures around 
the world. 

| may be crazy, but | look ata 
Ferrari or Aston Martin or one 
of the high-zoot Euro supercars, 
and | get that they’re very fast 
and exotic, but they’re just not 
my cup of tea. I’m still drawn to 
the Detroit iron with the cool 
wheels, lettered tires, bold ex- 
haust tone, instrumentation with 
orange needles, and that pound- 
ing torque kick of a big-inch V-8. 
That’s American. That’s how we 
roll, and I’m proud of it all day 
long and twice on Sunday. 

Naked geezerism holds that 
everything that happened a gen- 
eration or two ago was always 
better, healthier, more virtuous, 
more Satisfying. | hope this col- 
umn won't be dismissed as such. 

| concede that today’s cars 
are functionally superior. Air 
conditioner loss is a couple 
of horsepower with modern 
compressors, compared to 12 
or so with the old piston types. 
Computer management has 
the engine starting and running 
flawlessly in all climates and 
altitudes, and getting much 
better fuel economy. In spite of 
all that, | don’t mind pumping 
the gas pedal a couple times in 
the morning to set the choke 
and put some raw fuel into the 
manifold. And | don’t care if my 
iPod integrates to my muscle 
car’s AM radio, or if | can speak 
hands-free to the dash and find 
a four-star Italian restaurant. 


By Tom Shaw 


And | don’t want my muscle 
car to parallel park itself while | 
ride uselessly along without so 
much as touching the steering 
wheel. 

Remember when your par- 
ents used to preach that “you'll 
only get out of something what 
you put into it?” | usually heard 
that line during lectures about 
schoolwork, but I’m going to 
grab it and reapply. Maybe my 
brakes aren't six-piston calipers 


with discs. Maybe my repro bias- 


ply tires don't track as straight 
as new radials, and my steering 
ratio won't let me tool through 
town with one finger on the 
steering wheel. Maybe | have to 
work a little harder to actually 
steer my car, check my oil, ad- 
just my valves, read my gauges. 
I’m OK with that. Just think of 
what I’m getting out of it. 

How often do you see this? 
A young mom in a minivan or 
a khaki-clad businessman ina 
sport coupe on the cell phone 
rearranging their day as the 
rollback truck winches their 
stone-dead computerized car 


aboard for a ride to the shop, 
where it'll take even more com- 
puters doing their digital dance 
to unlock the mysteries of why 
the thing won't run. In contrast, 
the old low-tech car with a car- 
buretor and set of points could 
be revived right there on the 
side of the road with a bit of 
basic logic, a couple screwdriv- 
ers, an adjustable wrench, and a 
pair of vise grips. | find the only 
modern feature | really miss is 
cruise control. Turns out a cable 
throttle lock was an available 
accessory. 

| don't like antilock brakes. | 
think they slow down the onset 
of deceleration, which can mean 
(and for me has meant) the dif- 
ference between contact and 
no contact. They’re fine for the 
driver who's over his head mod- 
ulating the brakes and counter- 
steering, but given the choice 
I'd rather not pay the extra thou 
or $1,500 that the unnecessary 
system adds to the sticker. Ever 
have to replace an ABS master 
cylinder? It ain’t pretty. 

But here’s an even bigger 


American muscle kicks butt. 
Seventies fashion? Not so much. 


reason | dig the old cars. Each 
one is a little slice of freedom, 
built during a time when we, 

the public, were entrusted 

with greater freedom than we 
have now. It used to be OK to 
advertise cigarettes on TV but 
not lawyers. Now we’ve packed 
Congress with lawyers who've 
shifted the rules in their favor 
and turned ‘em loose to sue any- 
thing with a pulse and a pocket. 
For a good cause, we're told—the 
environment, the children, our 
safety—we must surrender our 
freedom a piece at a time, al- 
lowing government’s massive 
expansion, picking out our light 
bulbs, groping us in airports, 
and dictating which of us may 
be treated and how should we 
become sick. No. Our freedom is 
the good cause. 

But that car in my driveway 
with a maverick’s persona, a 
powerful engine, and nota sin- 
gle computer reminds me that 
this country is all about freedom. 
Its zest for life, its youthful exu- 
berance, its rolling exhibition of 
freedom speak to me. MEH 
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Turn your cast away Chevelle, creaky 
‘El Camino, crippled Camaro, neglected 
Nova, or grungy G-Body around with 
a FREE Ground Up parts catalog! 


a 


facebook. condigrentaliprestoration 
twitter.com/groundupresto 
outube.com/groundupresto 
r FREE catalog! > i e 


